[image: ]St Clement’s Parish Church, Jersey

August 13th, 2026 

Dear Church Family,

I wonder how many of you became 'umbraphiles' this week?

'Umbraphile' means 'lover of shadows' or 'lover of eclipses' in this case. Perhaps you will have been one of the many people who experienced the partial solar eclipse on Wednesday when the moon covered about 94% of the sun.
As I am writing this on Tuesday I am aware that it might be a cloudy evening in which case you didn't!

However we don't have to wait for an eclipse to be a 'lover of shadows'. If we turn to the Bible's songbook we come face to face with an 'umbraphile' who has decided to sing about the particular shadow that the Almighty casts over us. For example: 

Psalm 17:8: Hide me in the shadow of your wings
Psalm 57:1: I will take refuge in the shadow of your wings
Psalm 63:7: I sing in the shadow of your wings
Psalm 91:1: He would dwells in the shelter of the Most High will rest in the shadow of the Almighty.
'Great is Thy Faithfulness' includes the verse:

'Summer and winter and springtime and harvest,
Sun moon and stars in their courses above,
Join with all nature in manifold witness,
To they great faithfulness, mercy, and love.'

Perhaps an eclipse is creation's way of jogging our memories about the Creator's special shadow? Whether or not we experienced the eclipse on Wednesday it might be a good idea for us to contemplate that we dwell under the shadow of our loving God, our protector and defender, every minute of every day, cloud or no cloud!

Blessed be,
Tracy








	Upcoming Services and Events:

Sunday August 16th, 2026

9am Holy Communion at St Nicholas Church

10.30am  Holy Communion at St Clement Church

12.15pm  Baptism at St Clement Church




	Useful information

Telephone: 745260 (please leave a message on the answerphone if the office is unattended)
email: stclementjersey@outlook.com, website: www.stclementschurch.org.je 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/p/St-Clement-Church-Jersey-Channel-Islands 

Rector: Revd James Porter.  Tel. 851992  
Email: jamestherector@yahoo.co.uk
Rest period: Friday afternoon - end of Saturday

Assistant Curates: Rev Tracy Le C Bromley.  Tel. 857693.  Rest period: Friday
Rev Martin Dryden Tel. 874668.  Rest period: Saturday

Lay Pioneer: Katie Porter.  Tel. 851992

St Clement Treasurer: Robert Sharp robsharp@fastmail.fm
Bank details: St Clements Parish Church 40-25-34 84087488 

St Nicholas Treasurer: lan Bromley captainimb@aol.com
Bank details: St Clements Parish Church 40-25-34 94289579 
(the reference “St Clements Parish Church” is correct for payments to St Nicholas)




Welcome to St Clement Church
Service of Holy Communion

16th,  August, 2026
  Welcome

Hymn:

Praise to the Holiest in the height,
and in the depth be praise:
in all his words most wonderful,
most sure in all his ways.

O loving wisdom of our God!
When all was sin and shame,
a second Adam to the fight
and to the rescue came.

O wisest love!  that flesh and blood,
which did in Adam fail,
should strive afresh against the foe,
should strive and should prevail;

And that a higher gift than grace
should flesh and blood refine,
God’s presence and his very self,
and essence all-divine.

O generous love! that he, who smote
in Man for man the foe,
the double agony in Man
for man should undergo;

And in the garden secretly,
and on the cross on high,
should teach his brethren, and inspire
to suffer and to die.

Praise to the Holiest in the height,
and in the depth be praise:
in all his words most wonderful,
most sure in all his ways.

The Greeting:
 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you.

Prayer of Preparation:
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known and from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your Holy name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen

Confession:
 
God so loved the world that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ to save us from our sins,
to be our advocate in heaven and to bring us to eternal life.

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments and to live in love and peace with all.

 
Most merciful God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we confess that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed.
We have not loved you with our whole heart. We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. In your mercy forgive what we have been, help us to amend what we are, and direct what we shall be; that we may do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God.  Amen.

Assurance of Forgiveness:

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen.

The Collect:

God of glory, the end of our searching, help us to lay aside all that prevents us from seeking your kingdom, and to give all that we have to gain the pearl beyond all price,
through our Saviour Jesus Christ.

Hymn:

Jesus Christ is waiting, 
waiting in the streets:
no one is his neighbour, 
all alone he eats.
Listen, Lord Jesus,
I am lonely too;
make me friend or stranger, 
fit to wait on you.

Jesus Christ is raging,
raging in the streets,
where injustice spirals
and real hope retreats.
Listen, Lord Jesus, 
I am angry too;
in the Kingdom’s causes 
let me rage with you.

Jesus Christ is healing, 
healing in the streets,
curing those who suffer, 
touching those he greets.
Listen, Lord Jesus,
I have pity too;
let my care be active,
healing just like you.





Jesus Christ is dancing, 
dancing in the streets,
where each sign of hatred
he, with love, defeats.
Listen, Lord Jesus, 
I should triumph too;
where good conquers evil,
let me dance with you.

Jesus Christ is calling,
calling in the streets,
Who will join my journey?
I will guide their feet.
Listen, Lord Jesus,
let my fears be few:
walk one step before me, 
I will follow you.


Scripture Readings:

The First Reading:

Isaiah, Chapter 56 verses 1, 6-8
(page 521 in church bibles)

After which we say…
This is the word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.

The Gospel Reading:

Matthew chapter 15 verses 21 to 28
(page 692 in church Bibles)

Before which we say…
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
Glory to you, O Lord.

After which we say…
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon:   Martin

The Prayer before the Distribution in our Communion service this morning “We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table. But you are the same Lord, whose nature is always to have mercy” is partly inspired by this morning’s gospel reading.  This prayer, traditionally called the Prayer of Humble Access, is a very Anglican prayer (it first appeared in the Order of Communion in 1548 and then in the first Prayer Book of 1549), and it holds together two thoughts: humanity is sinful and God is merciful.  It is rooted in the Reformation teachings of Martin Luther which are summed up in the expression “simul justus et peccator” (sinful and yet justified).  Many have been tempted to concentrate on one or the other, or even to separate them, but the Church of England insists that they are an item. This is the key to unlocking the meaning of this perplexing account in Matthew’s gospel.  

The Creed:
 
Do you believe and trust in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe and trust in his son Jesus Christ?
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit?

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.

Prayers of Intercession:
 
These or other responses may be used….

Lord, in your mercy. 
hear our prayer. 
 
Help us to be sensitive to all our blessings, great and small.

In this time of dryness, we give thanks for the water that flows from our taps. Help those whose lands have been dry for many months and who are totally reliant on water aid. 

Help us to be persistent in prayer, just as the Canaanite woman was persistent in asking Jesus for his help. 

Open our hearts and minds to see the needs of people around us, especially those who are easily forgotten.

Just as the woman's daughter was healed, we bring to Jesus our loved ones in need of healing. 

May people in mourning receive the comfort and the hope of God's love that is always there. Hold our loved ones God, for we cannot hold them any longer. 



At the end, the following may be used… 
 
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen.
 
The Peace:

We are all one in Christ Jesus.
We belong to him through faith, heirs of the promise of the Spirit of peace.
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.
 
Let us share with one another a sign of God’s peace…

Hymn:

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy,
like the wideness of the sea;
there’s a kindness in his justice,
which is more than liberty.
There is no place where earth’s sorrows
are more felt than up in heav’n;
there is no place where earth’s failings
have such kindly judgement giv’n.

But we make his love too narrow
by false limits of our own;
and we magnify his strictness
with a zeal he will not own.
There is plentiful redemption
in the blood that he has shed,
there is joy for all the members
in the sorrows of the Head.

For the love of God is broader
than the scope of human mind,
and the heart of the Eternal
is most wonderfully kind.
If our love were but more simple,
we should take him at his word;
and our hearts would find assurance
in the promise of the Lord.

The Communion Prayer:
 
The Lord is here. 
His Spirit is with us.

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise.
 
Almighty God, good Father to us all, your face is turned towards your world.
In love you gave us Jesus your Son to rescue us from sin and death.
Your Word goes out to call us home to the city where angels sing your praise.
We join with them in heaven’s song:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Father of all, we give you thanks for every gift that comes from heaven.

To the darkness Jesus came as your light.
With signs of faith and words of hope, he touched untouchables with love and 
washed the guilty clean.

This is his story.
This is our song:
Hosanna in the highest.

The crowds came out to see your Son, yet at the end they turned on him.
On the night he was betrayed he came to table with his friends to celebrate the freedom of your people.

This is his story.
This is our song:
Hosanna in the highest.

Jesus blessed you, Father, for the food; he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and 
said:  This is my body, given for you all.

Jesus then gave thanks for the wine; he took the cup, gave it and said:
This is my blood, shed for you all for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this in remembrance of me.

This is our story.
This is our song:
Hosanna in the highest.

Therefore, Father, with this bread and this cup we celebrate the cross on which he died to set us free.
Defying death he rose again and is alive with you to plead for us and all the world.


This is our story.
This is our song:
Hosanna in the highest.

Send your Spirit on us now that by these gifts we may feed on Christ
with opened eyes and hearts on fire.

May we and all who share this food offer ourselves to live for you and be welcomed at your feast in heaven where all creation worships you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit:

Blessing and honour and glory and power be yours for ever and ever. Amen.

This is his story.
This is our song:
Hosanna in the highest.

Jesus blessed you, Father, for the food; he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and 
said: This is my body, given for you all.

Jesus then gave thanks for the wine; he took the cup, gave it and said:
This is my blood, shed for you all for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this in remembrance of me.

This is our story.
This is our song:
Hosanna in the highest.

Therefore, Father, with this bread and this cup we celebrate the cross on which he died to set us free.
Defying death he rose again and is alive with you to plead for us and all the world.

This is our story.
This is our song:
Hosanna in the highest.

Send your Spirit on us now that by these gifts we may feed on Christ with opened eyes and hearts on fire.

May we and all who share this food offer ourselves to live for you and be welcomed at your feast in heaven where all creation worships you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit:

Blessing and honour and glory and power be yours for ever and ever. Amen.


The Lord’s Prayer:  
 
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come;
thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread:
 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.  
Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in one bread


Draw near with faith. Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ which he gave for you, and his blood which he shed for you. Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you, and feed on him in your hearts, by faith, with thanksgiving.  Amen. 

Please come forward to receive communion…

Prayer after Communion:
  
Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with the body and blood of your son Jesus Christ. Through him we offer you our souls and bodies to be a living sacrifice. Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen.

Hymn

Let us build a house where love can dwell
and all can safely live,
a place where saints and children tell
how hearts learn to forgive.
Built of hopes and dreams and visions,
rock of faith and vault of grace;
here the love of Christ shall end divisions.

All are welcome, all are welcome,
all are welcome in this place.

Let us build a house where prophets speak,
and words are strong and true,
where all God’s children dare to seek
to dream God’s reign anew.
Here the cross shall stand as witness
and as symbol of God’s grace;
here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:

All are welcome….


Let us build a house where love is found
in water, wine and wheat:
a banquet hall on holy ground,
where peace and justice meet.
Here the love of God, through Jesus,
is revealed in time and space;
as we share in Christ the feast that frees us:

All are welcome…..

Let us build a house where hands will reach 
beyond the wood and stone
to heal and strengthen, serve and teach,
and live the Word they’ve known.
Here the outcast and the stranger
bear the image of God’s face;
let us bring an end to fear and danger:
All are welcome…..

Let us build a house where all are named,
their songs and visions heard
and loved and treasured, taught and claimed
as words within the Word.
Built of tears and cries and laughter,
prayers of faith and songs of grace,
let this house proclaim from floor to rafter,

All are welcome……

The Blessing:
 
God the Father, by whose glory Christ was raised from the dead,
strengthen you to walk with him in his risen life; and the blessing of God Almighty,
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.
 
The Dismissal:

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ.  Amen.
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