[image: ]St Clement’s Parish Church, Jersey

April 16th, 2026

Dear Church Family,

It is good to be back with you after a week’s break following our Easter celebrations.  We would like to add our own thanks, to those of Martin last week, to all those who helped in any way with all our Easter services and events - a great celebration of Jesus!  We were especially amazed by the number of people who came to our Easter trail - God is clearly at work in our community, and we need to discern how best to join in with what He is doing - which is the heart of Mission!

So as we start a new summer term, we want to grow in God’s plans and purposes for us.  To help us do this, from next Sunday (26th April) James will be preaching a short sermon series on what the Gospel is, as we look at Mark’s gospel together to be clear on what the Good News we believe actually is.  And from mid May, we want to encourage as many of us as possible to take part in ’The Bible Course’, as we discover God’s big picture for us and our world through the big story of the Bible.  This is a great 8-week resource, produced by the Bible Society, that we can join in with on Tuesday evenings in the Caldwell Hall - more details next week!

May is also the month when we will hold our Annual meetings (our Ecclesiastical Assembly and Congregational Meeting) and the date for these will be out next week.  Please also ’save the date’ of Sunday 31st May, for our 10.30 service, where the Dean, Mike Keirle, will be joining us, as Katie is re-commissioned for her Lay Pioneer ministry here in St Clement.

As we enter a new term, in order for our 10.30 Sunday services to work well, we be asking all who attend if they can serve in some way - for as Paul tells us in his letter to the Corinthian church, we are all part of one body, and each of us is needed for the body to work in a healthy way.  So to begin with, there will be a sign-up sheet this Sunday to be part of a team to read the Bible or lead prayers to help us in our worship, as well as another sign-up sheet to help with a new ‘audio-visual’ team, whose role is to simply help with the screen and the sound each Sunday.  Please be thinking & praying if you can be part of either of these teams.

There is much more that we hope to share in the coming weeks about further ministry, mission & community-building opportunities during the term, so do look out for those, and please do pray as we continue to plan wisely for the term ahead.

We really believe God has an exciting journey for us as a church to travel on, and we are excited to travel with you on it.

With our love and prayers,

James & Katie.
	Upcoming Services and Events

Sunday April 26th, 2026
9am Holy Communion at St Nicholas Church

10.30am Family Service at St Clement’s Church




	Useful information

Telephone: 745260 (please leave a message on the answerphone if the office is unattended)
email: stclementjersey@outlook.com, website: www.stclementschurch.org.je 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/p/St-Clement-Church-Jersey-Channel-Islands 

Rector: Revd James Porter.  Tel. 851992  
Email: jamestherector@yahoo.co.uk
Rest period: Friday afternoon - end of Saturday"

Assistant Curates: Rev Tracy Le C Bromley.  Tel. 857693.  Rest period: Friday
Rev Martin Dryden Tel. 874668.  Rest period: Saturday

Lay Pioneer: Katie Porter.  Tel. 851992

St Clement Treasurer: Robert Sharp robsharp@fastmail.fm
Bank details: St Clements Parish Church 40-25-34 84087488 

St Nicholas Treasurer: lan Bromley captainimb@aol.com
Bank details: St Clements Parish Church 40-25-34 94289579 
(the reference “St Clements Parish Church” is correct for payments to St Nicholas)




Welcome to St Clement Parish Church

Service of Holy Communion in Eastertide

April 19th, 2026

Welcome

The Greeting:

Alleluia.  Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed.  Alleluia.

First Hymn:  A&M 507

We have a gospel to proclaim,
good news for all throughout the earth;
the gospel of a Saviour’s name:
we sing his glory, tell his worth.

Tell of his birth at Bethlehem
not in a royal house or hall
but in a stable dark and dim,
the Word made flesh, a light for all.
Tell of his death at Calvary,
hated by those he came to save,
in lonely suffering on the cross;
for all he loved his life he gave.

Tell of that glorious Easter morn:
empty the tomb, for he was free.
He broke the power of death and hell
that we might share his victory.

Tell of his reign at God’s right hand,
by all creation glorified.
He sends his Spirit on his church
to live for him, the Lamb that died.

Now we rejoice to call him King:
Jesus is Lord of all the earth.
The gospel-message we proclaim:
we sing his glory, tell his worth.


Prayer of Preparation:

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known and from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your Holy name; though Christ our Lord. Amen.


Confession:

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ to save us from our sins,
to be our advocate in heaven, and to bring us to eternal life.

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments and to live in love and peace with all.

Where we have lived by our own strength, and not by the power of your resurrection. 
In your mercy, forgive us.
Lord, hear us and help us. 

Where we have lived by the light of our own eyes, as faithless and not believing.  I
n your mercy, forgive us.    
Lord, hear us and help us. 

Where we have lived for this world alone, and doubted our home in heaven. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Lord, hear us and help us. 

Assurance of Forgiveness:  May the God of love and power forgive you and free you from your sins, heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord.   Amen.


Gloria:

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, Heavenly King, Almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.

Lord, Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us;
You are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord,
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.   Amen.


The Collect:

Risen Christ, for whom no door is locked, no entrance barred: open the doors of our hearts, that we may seek the good of others and walk the joyful road of sacrifice and peace, to the praise of God the Father. Amen


The First Reading is taken from 1 Peter, Chapter 1, beginning at verse 17 

(on page 859 in the church Bible)

1 Peter chapter 1, verses 17 to 23


Hymn:  A&M 585

All I once held dear,
built my life upon,
all this world reveres,
and wars to own,
all I once thought gain
I have counted loss;
spent and worthless now,
compared to this.

Knowing you, Jesus,
knowing you,
there is no greater thing.
You’re my all, you’re the best,
you’re my joy, my righteousness
and I love you, Lord.


Now my heart’s desire
is to know you more, 
to be found in you
and known as yours.
To possess by faith
what I could not earn,
all – surpassing gift
of righteousness. 

Knowing you, Jesus…   		

Oh, to know the power
of your risen life,
and to know you in
your sufferings.
To become like you
in your death my Lord,
so with you to live
and never die			

Knowing you, Jesus…   		


We remain standing for our second reading

(on page 747 in the church Bible)

Luke chapter 24 verses 13 to 35  

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke
Glory to you, O Lord.  

After the reading we say…
This is the Gospel of the Lord     
Praise to you, O Christ. 


Sermon:   Tracy

An interesting thing happened to me on the way to … So often we focus our minds on arriving at our destination that we forget the journey itself can be one of discovery. Saul on the road to Damascus is one such story and so is our gospel of the two disciples on the road to Emmaus on that first day of the week. 
Why were the disciples kept from recognising Jesus? Was it because they needed to go on another journey, this time an interior one? To take on board, little by little the over-arching narrative that would allow them to let go of the darkness swirling around them? To grasp hope that all was not finished? As hope budded in the disciples hearts, they were finally able to experience Jesus in the blessing of the bread – but only for an instant because then he was gone! Isn't this our experience? A taste of the divine presence that leaves us with hope for whatever we are facing. Perhaps our prayers each day can be along the lines of 'do not let me despair at whatever life brings me. Keep me open to your words and ways because with you there is always hope.' 

The Creed:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.


Prayers of Intercession:  
  
Lord, in your mercy   hear our prayer.

Risen Lord, open our eyes to your presence and fill us with joy to proclaim your risen life.

May all in positions of power use that power responsibly and with humility. Bless all who work for peace and fill their mouths with your words. Bring peace in our time, O Lord.

Give grace to all who accompany others through difficult times and through times of searching and seeking. Thank you for people who help us to gain better understanding of life in all its glorious technicolour.

Risen Lord, heal the sick and bring comfort to those in anguish. May all in mourning find hope in your presence.

Risen Lord, keep us open to your words and ways because with you there is always hope.

And at the end 

Merciful Father…
accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.


The Peace:     
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia.

The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you

we share with one another a sign of God’s peace…

Hymn:  A&M 800

The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want
He makes me lie in pastures green.
He leads me by the still, still waters,
his goodness restores my soul.

And I will trust in you alone.
And I will trust in you alone.
for your endless mercy follows me,
your goodness will lead me home.

He guides my ways in righteousness,
and he anoints my head with oil,
and my cup, it overflows with joy,
I feast on his pure delights.

And I will trust…

And though I walk the darkest path,
I will not fear the evil one,
for you are with me,
and your rod and staff
are the comfort I need to know

And I will trust…


The Communion Prayer:
The Lord is here.
His Spirit is with us.

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give thanks and praise.

Almighty God, good Father to us all, your face is turned towards your world.
In love you gave us Jesus your Son to rescue us from sin and death.
Your Word goes out to call us home to the city where angels sing your
praise.

And now we give you thanks, because in his victory over the grave a new age has
dawned, the long reign of sin is ended, a broken world is being renewed and 
humanity is once again made whole.

So we join in heaven’s song, saying:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your 
glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.   Hosanna in the highest.

Father of all, we give you thanks for every gift that comes from heaven.

To the darkness Jesus came as your light.  With signs of faith and words of hope,
he touched untouchables with love and washed the guilty clean.

This is his story.
This is our song:
Hosanna in the highest.

The crowds came out to see your Son, yet at the end they turned on him.
On the night he was betrayed he came to table with his friends to celebrate the freedom
of your people.

This is his story.
This is our song:
Hosanna in the highest.

Jesus blessed you, Father, for the food; he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and 
said: This is my body, given for you all.

Jesus then gave thanks for the wine;  he took the cup, gave it and said:
This is my blood, shed for you all for the forgiveness of sins. Do this in remembrance of 
me.

This is our story.
This is our song:
Hosanna in the highest.

Therefore, Father, with this bread and this cup we celebrate the cross on which he died 
to set us free.
Defying death he rose again and is alive with you to plead for us and all the world.

This is our story.
This is our song:
Hosanna in the highest.

Send your Spirit on us now that by these gifts we may feed on Christ with opened eyes 
and hearts on fire.
May we and all who share this food offer ourselves to live for you and be welcomed at 
your feast in heaven where all creation worships you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit:

Blessing and honour and glory and power be yours for ever and ever.
Amen.


The Lord’s Prayer:  
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us…
Our Father, in heaven, hallowed be your name; your kingdom come; your will be done; on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power and the glory, are yours now and forever.   Amen.


Breaking of the Bread:

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in one bread.

Draw near with faith.
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ which he gave for you, and his blood which he shed for you.
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.

Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia.


We share communion…


Prayers After Communion

Living God, your Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of bread:
open the eyes of our faith, that we may see him in all his redeeming work; who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. Amen


Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with the body and blood of your Son 
Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies to be a living sacrifice. Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen.


Final hymn:  A&M 598

Before the throne of God above
I have a strong, a perfect plea;
a great High Priest, whose name is Love,
who ever lives and pleads for me.
My name is graven on his hands,
my name is written on his heart;
I know that while in heaven he stands
no tongue can bid me thence depart,
no tongue can bid me thence depart.


When Satan tempts me to despair,
and tells me of the guilt within,
upward I look, and see him there
who made an end of all my sin.
Because the sinless Saviour died,
my sinful soul is counted free;
for God, the Just, is satisfied
to look on him and pardon me,
to look on him and pardon me.

Behold him there! the risen Lamb!
my perfect, spotless Righteousness,
the great unchangeable I AM,
the King of glory and of grace!
One with my Lord, I cannot die;
my soul is purchased by his blood;
my life is hid with Christ on high,
with Christ my Saviour and my God,
with Christ my Saviour and my God.


The Blessing:

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the eternal covenant, make us perfect in every good work to do his will, working in us, that which is well-pleasing in his sight;

and the blessing of God almighty,the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among us and remain with us always.Amen.

We are raised to new life with Christ.
Go in his peace.  Alleluia.  Alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.
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