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April 9th, 2026

Dear Church Family

I am writing on behalf of James (as the Porter family is taking a well-deserved post-Easter break) to say a big thank you to all who contributed to our commemorations and celebrations and so helped to make them truly memorable.  Carole Martin organised refreshments for our Good Friday Meadow Walk, which took place in Church because of St Clement / inclement weather, but we nevertheless were able to journey with Jesus to the Cross.  

We held our traditional quiet service at St Nicholas at 2pm and thought about the sounds of the Passion (soldiers marching, the cockcrow, silver coins falling, the crowd roaring, silence, pouring water, hammered nails, crying, and finally the sound of the rolling tombstone).

Saturday morning brought much better weather and our first ever all-age Easter Egg Trail including activities and refreshments in church, all inspired and organised by Katie Porter.  Considering that this was a first, it was really encouraging that well over 250 children, along with their parents and grandparents, enjoyed the events.  There were four “stations” in church where there was an opportunity to make Easter cards, bookmarks, try your hand a word search and negotiate a maze.  There was also an opportunity to participate in the Way of the Cross through the medium of Lego, with building going on round the altar.  The word “Lego” comes from the Danish "leg godt", meaning to play well. This was definitely the case on Saturday morning.  St Clement wouldn’t be St Clement without refreshments! Lots of cakes were delivered and stacked on the organ stool.  The banana bread deserves a particular mention.  Very well done to Katie and all the helpers, including Brian Couley, who provided the tables for the children to make and create. I loved the smell of wood in church as it reminded me that Jesus was a carpenter.  What a lovely new event for our church calendar!

The cold and the wind on Easter Day didn’t deter those who came to Easter Sunrise Communion down at Le Hocq.  We were very grateful to Jane de la Haye for organising hot cross buns, tea and coffee afterwards, and also to Vincent Obbard for baking the bread that we used for Communion.  It wouldn’t have happened without the transport of tables and communion silver, which Evelyn Tucker organised.

St Nicholas looked beautiful for our 09h00 Communion service thanks to the lovely flowers that Philippa Romeril provided.  Services are not usually sung at St Nicholas, but on high days and holidays Tracy and I turn into musicians to accompany congregational hymns, which made our celebrations extra special.  

A general ‘thank you’ to everyone who contributed to our joyful all-age Easter Communion service at the parish church, when the bare cross of Good Friday blossomed with flowers on Easter Day.  Flowers are a powerful symbol of new life, and the church was beautifully dressed overall by Tracy with help from Philippa. The St Clement parish colours are yellow and blue, so the daffodils decorating the columns were very appropriate.  If you didn’t notice them on Easter Day, have a look out for them this coming Sunday.

All in all, we pulled out all the stops to help the people of St Clement remember the sacrifice of Jesus and to celebrate his resurrection. The results were very encouraging for this new season in our life together with James as our Rector.

Love and best wishes to you all

Martin

	Upcoming Services and Events

Sunday April 19th
9am Holy Communion at St Nicholas Church

10.30am Holy Communion at St Clement’s Church




	Useful information

Telephone: 745260 (please leave a message on the answerphone if the office is unattended)
email: stclementjersey@outlook.com, website: www.stclementschurch.org.je 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/p/St-Clement-Church-Jersey-Channel-Islands 

Rector: Revd James Porter.  Tel. 851992  
Email: jamestherector@yahoo.co.uk
Rest period: Friday afternoon - end of Saturday"

Assistant Curates: Rev Tracy Le C Bromley.  Tel. 857693.  Rest period: Friday
Rev Martin Dryden Tel. 874668.  Rest period: Saturday

Lay Pioneer: Katie Porter.  Tel. 851992

St Clement Treasurer: Robert Sharp robsharp@fastmail.fm
Bank details: St Clements Parish Church 40-25-34 84087488 

St Nicholas Treasurer: lan Bromley captainimb@aol.com
Bank details: St Clements Parish Church 40-25-34 94289579 
(the reference “St Clements Parish Church” is correct for payments to St Nicholas)











Welcome to St Clement Parish Church
Service of Morning Worship in Eastertide

April 12th, 2026

A&M 204

If Christ had not been raised from death
our faith would be in vain,
our preaching but a waste of breath,
our sin and guilt remain.
But now the Lord is risen indeed;
he rules in earth and heaven:
his gospel meets a world of need
in Christ we are forgiven.

If Christ still lay within the tomb
then death would be the end,
and we should face our final doom
with neither guide nor friend.
But now the Saviour is raised up,
so when a Christian dies
we mourn, yet look to God in hope
in Christ the saints arise!

If Christ had not been truly raised
his church would live a lie;
his name should never more be praised,
his words deserve to die.
But now our great Redeemer lives;
through him we are restored;
his word endures, his church revives
in Christ, our risen Lord.

Christ our Passover lamb has been sacrificed for us. Let us therefore rejoice by putting away all malice and evil and confessing our sins with a sincere and true heart. 
1 Corinthians 5.7,8 

We to sit or kneel to confess our sins 

Like Mary at the empty tomb, we fail to grasp the wonder of your presence. 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

Like the disciples behind locked doors, we are afraid to be seen as your followers. 
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 

Like Thomas in the upper room, we are slow to believe. 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

May the God of love and power forgive you and free you from your sins, heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Blessed is the Lord,
for he has heard the voice of our prayer; 

therefore shall our hearts dance for joy 
and in our song we will praise our God. 

Blessed are you, Lord our God, Creator and Redeemer of all; to you be glory and praise for ever. From the waters of chaos you drew forth the world and in your great love fashioned us in your image. Now, through the deep waters of death, you have brought your people to new birth by raising your Son to life in triumph. May Christ your light ever dawn in our hearts as we offer you our sacrifice of thanks and praise.
Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit: 
Blessed be God for ever. 

A & M 373

Purify my heart,
let me be as gold and precious silver.
Purify my heart,
let me be as gold, pure gold.

Refiner’s fire, my heart’s one desire
is to be holy, set apart from you, Lord.
I choose to be holy, 
set apart for you, my master,
ready to do your will.

Purify my heart,
cleanse me from within and make me holy.
Purify my heart,
cleanse me from my sin, deep within.

Refiner’s fire, my heart’s one desire
is to be holy, set apart from you, Lord.
I choose to be holy, 
set apart for you, my master,
ready to do your will.

The Easter Anthems 
We remain standing 

Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us: so let us celebrate the feast, not with the old leaven of corruption and wickedness: but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 
1 Corinthians 5.7b, 8 3 

Christ once raised from the dead dies no more: death has no more dominion over him. In dying he died to sin once for all: in living he lives to God. See yourselves therefore as dead to sin: and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Romans 6.9-11 6 

Christ has been raised from the dead: the first fruits of those who sleep. For as by man came death: by man has come also the resurrection of the dead; for as in Adam all die: even so in Christ shall all be made alive. 
1 Corinthians 15.20-22 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning is now and shall be for ever. Amen. 

The first reading is taken from Acts, Chapter 2, beginning at verse 14

Acts 2: 14a, 22-32 (on page 769 in our church bibles).

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God

A&M 236

Breathe on me, Breath of God,
fill me with life anew,
that I may love what thou dost love,
and do what thou wouldst do.

Breathe on me, Breath of God,
until my heart is pure;
until with thee I will one will,
to do and to endure.

Breathe on me, Breath of God,
till I am wholly thine;
until this earthly part of me
glows with thy fire divine.

Breathe on me, Breath of God:
so shall I never die,
but live with thee the perfect life
of thine eternity.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John  
Glory to you, O Lord. 

John 20 19-31 (on page 766 in our church bibles)

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Reflection (Martin) 

Easter Day may have been last Sunday but our Gospel reading has jumped forward 40 days to the Day of Pentecost, to the upper room where the disciples locked themselves away in fear. Luke describes tongues of fire and rushing wind. John says that Jesus breathed the Holy Spirit on the disciples.  Whatever happened, both evangelists agree that it was life changing for the disciples.

The Bible describes coming to faith in many ways, but they all have one thing in common: a personal encounter, when God steals in through the locked doors of someone’s life and things start to change.  The technical term is conversion. It caused the first disciples to share everything they had, and according to tradition, it caused Thomas to go to India, where the Syrian Christians of Malabar claim that their ancestors were evangelised by Thomas, and that he was killed by a spear on 3rd July in the year 72 AD and was buried at Mylapore, near Madras.  

In his first letter, John says that “There is no fear in love. Perfect love drives out fear.” (1 John 4:18). When we look back on what God did on that first Easter Day and realise the true nature of love, and that this is how God loves us, locked doors will not prevent us from catching fire with love and doing something about it. May we, like those first fearful disciples, change and grow in love.

The Creed
We stand 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession We sit or kneel. 

Lord, in your mercy 
hear our prayer. 

Lord Jesus Christ, you appeared to your disciples and brought them peace. As we put our faith in you, may we be blessings of your peace to all we meet.

Speak through the heat of our desires to have our own way no matter what. Bring peace to our troubled world. Strengthen everyone to say and to do what will bring healing to our world.
Lord Jesus, you sent your disciples as apostles of forgiveness and repentance. May all who are worn down by heavy burdens know the relief of confession and assurance of your forgiveness.

For all known to us in need of a word of hope, of direction, of healing, of love, receive from you, dear Lord. May trials turn to gold in your hands.

Through your death on a cross and through your resurrection we have life in your name. Be with all who mourn this day, draw near and bring your comfort and peace that passes all understanding.

Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Collect for the Second Sunday of Easter
Almighty Father, you have given your only Son to die for our sins and to rise again for our justification: grant us so to put away the leaven of malice and wickedness that we may always serve you in pureness of living and truth; through the merits of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen

The Lord’s Prayer 
Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

A&M 652

Guide me, O thou great Redeemer,
pilgrim through this barren land;
I am weak, but thou art mighty;
hold me with thy powerful hand:
Bread of heaven,
Bread of heaven,
feed me now and evermore.
feed me now and evermore.

Open now the crystal fountain
whence the healing stream doth flow;
let the fiery cloudy pillar
lead me all my journey through:
strong deliverer,
strong deliverer,
be thou still my strength and shield.
be thou still my strength and shield.

When I tread the verge of Jordan,
bid my anxious fears subside;
death of death, and hell's destruction,
land me safe on Canaan's side:
songs and praises
songs and praises
I will ever give to thee.
I will ever give to thee.

The Blessing 
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the eternal covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 

The Grace 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen. 

Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God 
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