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February 19th, 2026

Dear Church Family

Thank you to all of you who came to the Rectory last Sunday afternoon for our second ‘open house’.  It has been lovely to meet so many of you over the last 3 weeks, and to begin to get to know you as we start our life with you.  Thank you for making us feel so welcome!

Following our services last week, where we focussed on the theme of ‘Listening to Jesus’, just to remind you that there will be Bibles out at both services from this week to help us to engage with God’s Word, replacing the paper print-out of the readings.  If you want to bring your own Bible from home each week, then please do so.  We will also have some Bibles at the back of St Clement church for anyone visiting our building to be able to take away & read, and we pray encounter God.

Related to visitors to the church, from this weekend, we are going to have St Clement church open on Saturdays & Sundays, so that we can extend a welcome to those from our local community throughout the week.  Please pray people will find the space helpful for taking some time out to reflect & pray.

Now we are in the season of Lent, the ‘Draw Near’ booklets which are part of the Church of England’s Lent initiative, have arrived, and if you didn’t pick one up at our Ash Wednesday service, then there are copies available this Sunday at both services for you to take away and engage with.  Lent lunches start in the first week of March, all in the Caldwell Hall between 12 noon and 1.30pm - details are below:

·      5th March.  Street Pastors (Jenni Tindall)
·      12th March.  Mission to Seafarers (St Nicholas & Carole)
·      19th March. Motor Neurone Disease (Jacqueline Richomme & team).

Finally, this coming week, both James & Katie are away in Harrogate, for the 'New Wine National Leaders’ Conference’, Monday to Thursday (23rd to 26th Feb).  This gathers church and ministry leaders from across the UK for a time of teaching, worship, networking & spiritual refreshment, so please pray it is a fruitful time for us.

In the meantime, we look forward to seeing many of you this coming Sunday.

With our love & prayers,

James & Katie.


	Useful information

Telephone: 745260 (please leave a message on the answerphone if the office is unattended)
email: stclementjersey@outlook.com, website: www.stclementschurch.org.je 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/p/St-Clement-Church-Jersey-Channel-Islands 

Rector: Revd James Porter.  Tel. 851992  
Email: jamestherector@yahoo.co.uk
Rest period: Friday afternoon - end of Saturday"

Assistant Curates: Rev Tracy Le C Bromley.  Tel. 857693.  Rest period: Friday
Rev Martin Dryden Tel. 874668.  Rest period: Saturday

Lay Pioneer: Katie Porter.  Tel. 851992

St Clement Treasurer: Robert Sharp robsharp@fastmail.fm
Bank details: St Clements Parish Church 40-25-34 84087488 

St Nicholas Treasurer: lan Bromley captainimb@aol.com
Bank details: St Clements Parish Church 40-25-34 94289579 
(the reference to St Clements Parish Church is correct for payments to St Nicholas)





Welcome to St Clements Parish Church
Family Service 

February 22nd,  2026

Welcome

Call to Worship:

Lord God, we have come to worship you.
Help us to sing your praise with gratitude,
to listen to your word with eagerness,
to receive your gifts with joy,
and to be transformed by your
presence, in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen


First Hymn: (A&M 650)
Great is thy faithfulness, O God, my Father;
There is no shadow of turning with thee.
Thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not;
As thou hast been, thou forever wilt be.
Great is thy faithfulness,
Great is thy faithfulness,
Morning by morning new mercies I see.
All I have needed thy hand hast provided;
Great is thy faithfulness, 
Lord unto me.
Summer and winter and springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above
Join with all nature in manifold witness
To thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. 
Great is thy faithfulness…
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
Blessings all mine and ten thousand beside. 
Great is thy faithfulness…
         
Confession:

For turning away from you, and ignoring your will for our lives;
Father, forgive us.
Save us and help us.
For behaving just as we wish, without thinking of you;
Father, forgive us . 
Save us and help us.

For failing you by what we do, and think and say; 
Father, forgive us. 
Save us and help us.

For letting ourselves be drawn away from you by temptations in the world about us;  Father, forgive us. 
Save us and help us.

For living as if we were ashamed to belong to your Son; 
Father, forgive us. 
Save us and help us.


Assurance of Forgiveness:    1 John chapter 1, verses 8&9


The Creed:

Do we believe and trust in God the Father, source of all being and life, the one for whom we exist?
We believe and trust in him.

Do we believe and trust in God the Son, who took our human nature, died for us, and rose again?
We believe and trust in him.

Do we believe in God the Holy Spirit, who gives life to the people of God, and makes Christ known in our world?
We believe and trust in him.

This is our faith.
We believe and trust in one God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Amen.


Second Hymn:  (A&M 330)

Do not be afraid, for I have redeemed you.
I have called you by your name;
you are mine.

When you walk through the waters 
I’ll be with you.
You will never sink beneath the waves
 
Do not be afraid…

When the fire is burning all around you,
you will never be consumed by the flames.

Do not be afraid…

When the fear of loneliness is looming,
then remember I am at your side.

Do not be afraid…

When you dwell in the exile of the stranger,
remember you are precious in my eyes.

Do not be afraid…

You are mine, O my child; I am your Father, and I love you with a perfect love.

Do not be afraid…

The Bible Reading:

[bookmark: _Hlk167095427][bookmark: _Hlk167272352]Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew…

Matthew chapter 4 verses 1-11
(page 682)

Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.  
After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry.
The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.”
Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God’”. 

Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written:
‘He will command his angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone’”.  

Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’”
Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendour. “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.”

Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! 
For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only’”.
Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him.
	                     	         							Matthew 4  1-11
		
This is the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ	


Talk part 1:  James 	As we follow Jesus, let us be fully dependent on our Heavenly Father, who brings hope & life.

					
Third hymn:

Holy Spirit, living breath of God
Breathe new life into my willing soul
Bring the presence of the risen Lord
To renew my heart and make me whole
Cause Your Word to come alive in me
Give me faith for what I cannot see
Give me passion for Your purity
Holy Spirit, breathe new life in me

Holy Spirit, come abide within
May Your joy be seen in all I do
Love enough to cover every sin
In each thought and deed and attitude
Kindness to the greatest and the least
Gentleness that sows the path of peace
Turn my strivings into works of grace
Breath of God, show Christ in all I do

Holy Spirit, from creation's birth
Giving life to all that God has made
Show Your power once again on earth
Cause Your church to hunger for your ways
Let the fragrance of our prayers arise
Lead us on the road of sacrifice
That in unity the face of Christ
Will be clear for all the world to see

Talk part 2 (Application):  James 

Song:

Shine!  From the inside out,
that the world will see You live in me.
Shine!  From the inside out,
that the world will see You live in me

You know me
and You love me
You fill me
so send me to

Shine!  From the inside out,
shat the world will see You live in me
Shine!  From the inside out,
That the world will see You live in me

You know me and You love me
You fill me so send me…

Know me, Love me,
Fill me, Send me.

Know me, Love me
Fill me, Send me.

Know me, Love me
Fill me, Send me

Know me, Love me
Fill me, Send me

to shine!


Prayers:

Lord’s Prayer:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth, as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and for ever.  Amen




Final hymn:  (CA 736)

When I needed a neighbour,
were you there, were you there?
When I needed a neighbour,
were you there?

And the creed and the colour
and the name won’t matter, 
were you there?

I was hungry and thirsty,
were you there, were you there?
I was hungry and thirsty,
were you there?			  
And the creed…

I was cold, I was naked,
were you there, were you there?
I was cold, I was naked,
were you there?			

And the creed…

When I needed a shelter,
were you there, were you there?
When I needed a shelter,
were you there?			 

And the creed…

When I needed a healer,
were you there, were you there?
When I needed a healer,
were you there?			

And the creed…

Wherever you travel,
I’ll be there, I'll be there
Wherever you travel,
I’ll be there.

And the creed and the colour
and the name won’t matter, 
[bookmark: _Hlk167272424]I’ll be there.






Final Prayer:

(The Collect)
Heavenly Father, your Son battled with the powers of darkness, and grew closer to you in the desert. Help us to use these days to grow in wisdom and prayer, that we may witness to your saving love, in Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen.
    

The Grace:  May the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the Love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore.  Amen

     
Notices for next Sunday
  March 1st, 2026

9am Holy Communion at St Nicholas Church

10.30am Holy Communion at St Clement Church

Thursday March 5th:    Noon – 1.30pm Lent Lunch in Caldwell Hall



If you would like to receive a copy of the weekly letter by email, please email the church office:  stclementjersey@outlook.com and we will add you to our mailing list.
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