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January 8th, 2026

Dear Friends of St Clement & St Nicholas

The days between Christmas and the New Year have a delicious slowness and I experienced a wave of nostalgia for a slower paced life with a fair slice of frustration at the way technology pushes us ever faster forwards.

Our Christian way of life cannot be lived at a fast pace. We need to take time to see, to listen and to reflect. John the Baptist recognised Jesus as someone special but not everyone did or does. Isaiah's reading reminds us how God does not shout or cry out and that it is our responsibility to listen out for the still, small voice. 

As we enter another year lets pray that we all take time to discern God's way that will always be a blessing to us.

Blessed be,
Tracy



Useful information

Telephone: 745260 (please leave a message on the answerphone if the office is unattended)
Email: stclementjersey@outlook.com, website: www.stclementschurch.org.je 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/p/St-Clement-Church-Jersey-Channel-Islands 

Assistant Curates: Rev Tracy Le C Bromley Tel. 857693, Rev Martin Dryden Tel. 874668

St Clement Treasurer: Robert Sharp robsharp@fastmail.fm
Bank details: St Clements Parish Church 40-25-34 84087488 

St Nicholas Treasurer: lan Bromley captainimb@aol.com
Bank details: St Clements Parish Church 40-25-34 94289579 
(the reference to St Clements Parish Church is correct for payments to St Nicholas)

(Please include a reference in online payment instructions)





Service of Morning Worship in Christmastide
January 11th, 2026

OPENING HYMN  A&M 98

From the eastern mountains
pressing on they come,
wise men in their wisdom,
to his humble home;
stirred by deep devotion,
hasting from afar,
ever journeying onward,
guided by a star.

There their Lord and Saviour
meek and lowly lay,
wondrous light that led them
onward on their way,
ever now to lighten
nations from afar,
as they journey homeward
by that guiding star.

Thou who in a manger
once hast lowly lain,
who dost now in glory
o’er all kingdoms reign,
gather in the peoples,
who in lands afar
ne’er have seen the brightness
of thy guiding star.

Onward through the darkness
of the lonely night,
shining still before them
with thy kindly light,
guide them, Jew and Gentile,
homeward from afar,
young and old together,
by thy guiding star.

Until every nation,
whether bond or free,
‘neath thy star-lit banner,
Jesu, follow thee
o’er the distant mountains
to that heavenly home,
where nor sin nor sorrow
evermore shall come.


O God, make speed to save us.  O Lord, make haste to help us.
You laid the foundation of the earth  and the heavens are the work of your hands.

Blessed are you, Sovereign God, our light and our salvation, to you be glory and praise for ever.
To dispel the darkness of our night you sent forth your Son, the firstborn of all creation, to be the Christ, the light of the world. Rejoicing in the mystery of the Word made flesh, we acclaim him Emmanuel, as all creation sings to you: Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  
Blessed be God for ever.

We sit or kneel to confess our sins

You were born for our salvation: Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
You came as Saviour to bring wholeness and peace: Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 
You come to bring light into the darkness of our lives: Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy 
May God who loved the world so much  that he sent his Son to be our Saviour forgive us our sins and make us holy  to serve him in the world, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

We stand    Blessed is the Lord,  for he has heard the voice of our prayer;
therefore shall our hearts dance for joy  and in our song we will praise our God.   
Blessed are you, God of all glory, through your Son the Christ. His name is Jesus  because he saves his people from their sin
He will be called Emmanuel:  God is with us.  
Let us praise the Lord, the God of Israel: he has come to his people and set them free. 
He gave up the glory of heaven and took the form of a servant. 
The Word was made flesh and we beheld his glory. 
In humility he walked the path of obedience to die on the cross. 
God raised him to the highest place above and gave him the name above every name: 
Jesus Christ is Lord. 
So all beings in heaven and earth will fall at his feet, and proclaim to the glory of God: 
Jesus Christ is Lord.    
Today Christ is born: Alleluia.   Today the Saviour comes:   Alleluia.   Today the angels sing on earth:   Alleluia. Glory to God in the highest. 

A&M  102

Jesus come! for we invite you,
Guest and Master, Friend and Lord;
now, as once at Cana’s wedding,
speak, and let us hear your word:
lead us through our need or doubting,
hope be born and joy restored.

Jesus, come! transform our pleasures,
guide us into paths unknown;
bring your gifts, command your servants,
let us trust in you alone:
though your hand may work in secret,
all shall see what you have done.



Jesus, come in new creation,
heaven brought near in power divine;
give your unexpected glory
changing water into wine:
rouse the faith of your disciples
come, our first and greatest Sign!

Jesus, come! surprise our dullness,
make us willing to receive
more that we can yet imagine,
all the best you have to give:
let us find your hidden riches,
taste your love, believe and live!

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, he has come to his people and set them free. 
Light has sprung up for the righteous and joyful gladness for those who are true-hearted. 
Glory to God in the highest and peace to his people on earth. 

The First Reading is taken from Isaiah Chapter 42, beginning to read at the first verse

“Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight; I will put my Spirit on him, and he will bring justice to the nations.
 He will not shout or cry out, or raise his voice in the streets.  A bruised reed he will not break, and a smouldering wick he will not snuff out. In faithfulness he will bring forth justice;  he will not falter or be discouraged till he establishes justice on earth.
In his teaching the islands will put their hope.”  This is what God the Lord says—
the Creator of the heavens, who stretches them out, who spreads out the earth with all that springs from it,  who gives breath to its people, and life to those who walk on it:  “I, the Lord, have called you in righteousness; I will take hold of your hand.
I will keep you and will make you to be a covenant for the people and a light for the Gentiles,  to open eyes that are blind, to free captives from prison and to release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness.  “I am the Lord; that is my name!  I will not yield my glory to another or my praise to idols.
See, the former things have taken place, and new things I declare; before they spring into being I announce them to you.” 						Isaiah 42   1 - 9
This is the word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God
Hymn:   A & M 42

Longing for light, we wait in darkness.
Longing for truth, we turn to you.
Make us your own, your holy people,
light for the world to see.

Christ be our light!
shine in our hearts. Shine through the darkness.
Christ be our light!
Shine on your church gathered today.


Longing for peace, our world is troubled.
Longing for hope, many despair.
Your word alone has power to save us.
Make us your living voice		Refrain

Longing for food, many are hungry.
Longing for water, many still thirst.
Make us your bread, broken for others,
shared until all are fed.			Refrain

Longing for shelter, many are homeless.
Longing for warmth, many are cold.
Make us your building, sheltering others,
walls made of living stone.		Refrain

Many the gifts, many the people,
many the hearts that yearn to belong.
Let us be servants to one another,
making your kingdom come.		Refrain

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 
For to us a child is born to us a Son is given. 
His name will be called Wonderful counsellor, mighty God, the everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. 
Glory to God in the highest and peace to his people on earth. 

The Gospel Reading;  

 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
 Glory to you, O Lord

Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptised by John.  But John tried to deter him, saying, “I need to be baptised by you, and do you come to me?”
Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.” Then John consented.
 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him.  And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”
Matthew 3  13-16

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ

Reflection Tracy  Garden centres offer oases of colour and scent. I have often stood in front of stands offering unbelievably beautiful blooms and enjoyed the scents and colour. However friends with greener fingers than I alight on plants looking tired and passed their best and restore them to their bright and beautiful best.
As I read Isaiah I paused on the bruised reed and smouldering wick and considered how both might represent people who are barely holding on. 
The good news we read in the gospels is that Jesus recognises the weary and heavy burdened and goes out of his way to bring them back to life. Many do not recognise Jesus as the Way, the Life and the Truth and perhaps Jesus is to many a smouldering wick, however, to us he holds the hope we need to make our way in this world. As we enter another year I am reminded of the poem by Minnie Louise Haskins:
And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year:
“Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown.”

And he replied: “Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the Hand of God.
That shall be to you better than light and safer than a known way.”
So I went forth, and finding the Hand of God, trod gladly into the night. 

The Creed: Let us declare our faith in God.

We believe in God the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named.
We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us with his love.
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us with power from on high.
We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Spirit of God, descending like a dove, anoint your Church with your life-giving and affirming presence. We pray for Christians everywhere, that we might witness to the love and light of Jesus in our communities.

Lord Jesus Christ, you humbled yourself in preparation for service. May those who govern clothe themselves with humility and love those they serve. 

God our Father, we pray for peoples at the mercy of those who are ruthless and convinced of their right to power. In your mercy show them how to get through each day in the knowledge of your presence with them.

We pray for the youngsters injured in the fire at the ski resort and for their families and friends. We pray for those in mourning and for ongoing support for all affected.

Holy and Blessed Trinity, you bind up our wounds, you make us whole and restore our sight. May your healing presence be with all in sorrow, need or adversity. 
Pray for all known to you in need of any kind.

Into your loving presence we commend all who have died. Comfort all who mourn. May they know your loving presence with them.

The Parish Prayer:   Lord God, we thank you that you know all our needs before we ask and that you go ahead to prepare the way for us.  We pray for James whom you have chosen to be our next Rector.  May you bless James, together with Katie and their family with all they need at this time and may you build us up in faith and love to serve you well with all our heart, soul, mind and strength.  Amen

The Collect for the First Sunday after the  Epiphany:  Eternal Father, who at the baptism of Jesus revealed him to be your Son, anointing him with the Holy Spirit: grant to us, who are born again by water and the Spirit, that we may be faithful to our calling as your adopted children; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen

Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen.
  
The Lord’s Prayer  Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray with confidence  as our Saviour has taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory for ever and ever. Amen.

CA 49

As with gladness men of old
did the guiding star behold,
as with joy they hailed its light,
leading onward, beaming bright;
so, most gracious Lord, may we
evermore be led to thee.

As with joyful steps they sped,
to that lowly manger-bed,
there to bend the knee before
him whom heav’n and earth adore,
so may we with willing feet
ever seek thy mercy – seat.I

As their precious gifts they laid,
at thy manger roughly made,
so may we with holy joy,
pure, and free from sin’s alloy,
all our costliest treasures bring,
Christ, to thee our heav’nly King.

Holy Jesu, ev’ry day
keep us in the narrow way;
and when earthly things are past,
bring our ransomed souls at last
where they need no star to guide,
where no clouds thy glory hide.

In the heav’nly country bright
need they no created light,
thou its light, its joy, its crown,
thou its sun which goes not down;
there for ever may we sing
alleluias to our King.
The Blessing  Christ the Son of God, born of Mary, fill you with his grace to trust his promises and obey his will; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.  Amen.
We say the Grace together    The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.
Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord Thanks be to God.




Notices for next week:      January 18th, 2026
9am Holy Communion at St Nicholas Church
10.30am Holy Communion at St Clement Church
Thursday 22nd January at  7.30pm Induction of Reverend James Porter at St Clements Parish Church.   
 If you wish to attend, please let Tracy or Martin know today.
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