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January 15th, 2026

Dear Friends of St Clement & St Nicholas

I would like to use my final letter to say a big thank you to all who have supported me in any way during the past eight months while I have been “Temporary Rector” of St Clement.  

I have been struck by certain similarities between this role and my paid work as a non-executive director. Directors, like church ministers, have fiduciary duties as well as duties of skill and care. Fiduciary duties are about honesty and loyalty.  According to Carey Olsen’s “Directors’ Duties in Guernsey” guide of March 2018, “A servant who loyally does his incompetent best for his master is not unfaithful and is not guilty of a breach of fiduciary duty.  Breach of the duty of care and skill, on the other hand, connotes a lack of knowledge, skill or experience.”  I haven’t been like the directors in the infamous “Weavering” case in the Cayman Islands, who according to Mr Justice Andrew Jones QC, “did nothing, and carried on doing nothing for almost six years”.  However, I am aware that I have “left undone those things which I ought to have done; and have done those things which I ought not to have done”, in the words of the Book of Common Prayer, but it’s too late now: ‘tant pis’, as they say in France!  

I like the expression “doing your incompetent best”. It’s a slightly tongue-in-cheek way of saying that you don’t have to be fully trained before you volunteer to do something.  I thank all of you who have helped me to become slightly more competent as ministre desservant than I was eight months ago.  If only I had known then what I know now!  

There is one last challenge: to ensure that James’s Institution and Induction service on 22nd January runs smoothy.  There will be a practice for all involved next Monday at 6pm   The service itself, which takes place on the Thursday at 7.30pm, will be attended by the Dean, the Bailiff, and the Lieutenant Governor, the Connétable and representatives from the municipality of St Clement along with clergy from across the Deanery, and from many other groups.  The installation of a new Rector is an important event in the life of the church and the parish, and it doesn’t happen every day, so do get there early for a good place!

Regards

Martin







Welcome to St Clements Parish ChurchUseful information

Telephone: 745260 (please leave a message on the answerphone if the office is unattended)
Email: stclementjersey@outlook.com, website: www.stclementschurch.org.je 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/p/St-Clement-Church-Jersey-Channel-Islands 

Assistant Curates: Rev Tracy Le C Bromley Tel. 857693, Rev Martin Dryden Tel. 874668

St Clement Treasurer: Robert Sharp robsharp@fastmail.fm
Bank details: St Clements Parish Church 40-25-34 84087488 

St Nicholas Treasurer: lan Bromley captainimb@aol.com
Bank details: St Clements Parish Church 40-25-34 94289579 
(the reference to St Clements Parish Church is correct for payments to St Nicholas)

(Please include a reference in online payment instructions)

Service of Holy Communion

January 18th, 2026

A&M 6

Lord, as the day begins
lift up our hearts in praise;
take from us all our sins,
guard us in all our ways:
our every step direct and guide
that Christ in all be glorified!

Christ be in work and skill,
serving each other’s need;
Christ be in thought and will,
Christ be in word and deed:
our minds be set on things above
in joy and peace, in faith and love.

Grant us the Spirit’s strength,
teach us to walk his way;
so bring us all at length
safe to the close of day:
from hour to hour sustain and bless,
and let our song be thankfulness.

Now as the day begins
make it the best of days;
take from us all our sins,
guard us in all our ways:
our every step direct and guide
that Christ in all be glorified.

The Greeting:   Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
and also with you.

Prayer of Preparation:    Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires know, and from whom no secrets are hidden:  cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Prayers of Penitence:   Our Lord Jesus Christ said:  The first commandment is this: 'Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord. 
You shall love the Lord your God  with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.'
The second is this:  'Love your neighbour as yourself.'  There is no other commandment greater than these. 
On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.  
Amen.  Lord, have mercy.

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ to save us from our sins, to be our advocate in heaven, and to bring us to eternal life.
Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, firmly resolved to keep God's commandments and to live in love and peace with all.

We sit or kneel.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against you and against our neighbour in thought and word and deed, through negligence, through weakness, through our own deliberate fault.  We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us, forgive us all that is past and grant that we may serve you in newness of life to the glory of your name. Amen.

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

We stand to say the Gloria in Excelsis

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.  Lord God, Heav'nly King, Almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Lord, Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;   have mercy on us;  You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer.  For you alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord, You alone are the Most High,  Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen.

The Collect for the Second Sunday of Epiphany:   Almighty God, in Christ you make all things new: transform the poverty of our nature by the riches of your grace,
and in the renewal of our lives make known your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen

The Collect for Christian Unity:   Heavenly Father,  you have called us in the body of your Son Jesus Christ to continue his work of reconciliation and reveal you to the world: 
forgive us the sins which tear us apart; give us the courage to overcome our fears
 and to seek that unity which is your gift and your will; Through Jesus Christ your son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen

The First Reading is taken from Isaiah, Chapter 49, beginning to read at the first verse 

Listen to me, you islands;  hear this, you distant nations:  Before I was born the Lord called me; from my mother’s womb he has spoken my name.
He made my mouth like a sharpened sword, in the shadow of his hand he hid me;
he made me into a polished arrow and concealed me in his quiver.   He said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will display my splendour.”  4 But I said, “I have laboured in vain; I have spent my strength for nothing at all.  Yet what is due me is in the Lord’s hand,  and my reward is with my God.”
And now the Lord says—    he who formed me in the womb to be his servant to bring Jacob back to him and gather Israel to himself, for I am[a] honoured in the eyes of the Lord
and my God has been my strength— he says:
“It is too small a thing for you to be my servant to restore the tribes of Jacob and bring back those of Israel I have kept.
I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.”   This is what the Lord says—    the Redeemer and Holy One of Israel—to him who was despised and abhorred by the nation,  to the servant of rulers:
“Kings will see you and stand up,  princes will see and bow down, because of the Lord, who is faithful,  the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.”     		 Isaiah 49 1-7

This is the word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God.

A&M 387

Rise and hear! The Lord is speaking,
as the gospel words unfold;
we, in all our agelong seeking,
find no firmer truth to hold.

Word of goodness, truth and beauty,
heard by simple folk and wise,
word of freedom, word of duty,
word of life beyond our eyes.

Word of God’s forgiveness granted
to the wild or guilty soul,
word of love that works undaunted,
changes, heals, and makes us whole.

Speak to us, O Lord, believing,
as we hear, the sower sows;
may our hearts, your word receiving,
be the good ground where it grows.

The Gospel Reading    We remain standing

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John
Glory to you, O Lord

The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! This is the one I meant when I said, ‘A man who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.’ I myself did not know him, but the reason I came baptising with water was that he might be revealed to Israel.”
Then John gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and remain on him.  And I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptise with water told me, ‘The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is the one who will baptise with the Holy Spirit.’  I have seen and I testify that this is God’s Chosen One.”
The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!”  When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus.  Turning around, Jesus saw them following and asked, “What do you want?”  They said, “Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), “where are you staying?”  “Come,” he replied, “and you will see.”
So they went and saw where he was staying, and they spent that day with him. It was about four in the afternoon.   Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard what John had said and who had followed Jesus.  The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, “We have found the Messiah” (that is, the Christ). And he brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You will be called Cephas” (which, when translated, is Peter              		   John 1  29-42

This is the Gospel of the Lord   Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon:    Martin    Both this morning’s readings are to do with names. Isaiah confessed that God had called him by name before his birth, so strong was his sense that God had chosen him to speak his word. John called Jesus “the Lamb of God”, and Jesus called Simon Peter “the Rock”.  Do you know what your name means?  If not, why don’t you look it up, because it may be an indication of the sort of person that God wants you to be.  It was no accident that the angel Gabriel commanded Mary and Joseph to call their son Jesus.  How they must have wondered at Gabriel’s words as they stared at their child lying in a manger in Bethlehem, because Jesus means “God Saves”.  So my prayer for all of us in 2026 is that we may become the people that God wants us to be.  

The Creed:    We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and was made man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen.

Prayers of Intercession    We sit or kneel

Faithful God, open our hearts to receive your blessings.
Spend some time praying for the fellowships of St. Clement and St. Nicholas as we prepare to begin a new chapter with our new Rector, James and his wife Katie.

Jesus, Lamb of God, we pray for leaders in positions of power. Strengthen the resolve of all striving for the common good and give them courage.

Lord, we pray for school teachers and teachers in adult education. Help them to see the potential in each one of their pupils and give them patience and energy. 

Holy God, we give thanks that your presence is life-giving. In the circle of your love we now bring to you those on our hearts and minds. Lord, we pray, heal the sick and comfort those who mourn.

Spend some time praying for people you know in need.

The Parish Prayer:  Lord God, we thank you that you know all our needs before we ask and that you go ahead to prepare the way for us.  We pray for James whom you have chosen to be our next Rector.  May you bless James, together with Katie and their family with all they need at this time and may you build us up in faith and love to serve you well with all our heart, soul, mind and strength.  Amen

Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen.

The Peace:  We stand to share the Peace 

Christ is our peace.  He has reconciled us to God in one body by the cross.  We meet in his name and share his peace.   

The peace of the Lord be always with you
 and also with you.

All:  May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore.  Amen.

A&M 434

Christ bids us break the bread
and share the cup he gave,
in token of the blood he shed
for those he died to save.

It was for us he came,
to bear, by human birth,
a crown of thorn, a cross of shame,
for every child on earth.

The Saviour crucified
in glory rose again:
we here remember him who died,
ascended now to reign.

Our hearts his word obey,
in thankfulness and love:
we feed on Christ by faith today
and feast with him above.

O Christ, once lifted up
that we might be forgiven
we take the bread and drink the cup
and share the life of heaven.

The Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord be with you.  and also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give thanks and praise.

It is right to praise you, Father, Lord of all creation; in your love you made us for yourself.  
When we turned away you did not reject us, but came to meet us in your Son.
You embraced us as your children and welcomed us to sit and eat with you.

In Christ you shared our life that we might live in him and he in us.
He opened his arms of love upon the cross and made for all the perfect sacrifice for sin.

On the night he was betrayed, at supper with his friends he took bread,* and gave you thanks;  he broke it and gave it to them, saying:  Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;  do this in remembrance of me.
Father, we do this in remembrance of him: his body is the bread of life.

At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine,* he gave you thanks, and said:  Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,  which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins; do this in remembrance of me.
Father, we do this in remembrance of him: his blood is shed for all.

As we proclaim his death and celebrate his rising in glory, send your Holy Spirit * that this bread and this wine may be to us the body and blood of your dear Son.
As we eat and drink these holy gifts make us one in Christ, our risen Lord.

With your whole Church throughout the world we offer you this sacrifice of praise and lift our voice to join the eternal song of heaven:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest.

The Lord's Prayer:     Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen.

Breaking of the Bread

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.

Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in one bread.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace.

Prayer before the distribution

We do not presume to come to this your table, merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in your manifold and great mercies.    We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table.  But you are the same Lord whose nature is always to have mercy.   Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ and to drink his blood, that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body and our souls washed through his most precious blood, and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us.  Amen.

Draw near with faith.   Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ which he gave for you, and his blood which he shed for you.  Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.

Prayers after Communion: God of glory, you nourish us with your Word who is the bread of life: fill us with your Holy Spirit that through us the light of your glory may shine in all the world. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen

Father of all, we give you thanks and praise, that when we were still far off you met us in your Son and brought us home.  
Dying and living, he declared your love, gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory.
May we who share Christ's body live his risen life; we who drink his cup bring life to others; we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world.  
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, so we and all your children shall be free, and the whole earth live to praise your name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen.



CA 332

I, the Lord of sea and sky,
I have heard my people cry,
All who dwell in dark and sin
my hand will save.
I who made the stars of night
I will make their darkness bright,
Who will bear my light to them?
Whom shall I send?

Here I am Lord, Is it I Lord?
I have heard you calling in the night.
I will go, Lord, If you lead me.
I will hold your people in my heart.

I, the Lord of snow and rain,
I have borne my people’s pain.
I have wept for love of them,
They turn away.
I will break their hearts of stone,
give them hearts for love alone,
I will speak my word to them.
Whom shall I send?		Refrain

I, the Lord of wind and flame,
I will tend the poor and lame.
I will set a feast for them.
My hand will save.
Finest bread I will provide
till their hearts be satisfied.
I will give my life to them.
Whom shall I send?		Refrain

The Dismissal

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord;  and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.  Amen.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

We say the Grace together:  May the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all evermore. Amen.






Notices for this week:

Thursday 22nd January at 7.30pm – St Clements Church.
Induction Service of Reverend James Porter.   
If you would like to attend, please let Tracy or Martin know TODAY.

Sunday January 25th:  
9am Holy Communion at St Nicholas Church
10.30am Family Service at St Clement Church
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