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December 17th, 2025

Dear Friends of St Clement & St Nicholas

Preparations for the Christmas season are a team effort and you are there, lending a hand and an encouraging word. We are always thankful for helping hands, therefore, please let us know if you can be of assistance – offers of help are always welcome! Martin and I are deeply grateful to you, more than words can say. 

Following this letter is everything you need for the week ahead, including Christmas. After that Jayne will be taking a well-earned break and the office closes until the beginning of next year when Jayne will send out the first letter of 2026. 

To all who have enquired, Norman Syvret's funeral service will be on Tuesday 23rd December at St. Clement at 10.30am. 

The 28th December marks the day on which we shall be saying goodbye to our organist Graham Caldbeck, who has been a mostly hidden but heard member of this congregation. Please do come to this service as we 'pull out all the stops' to give Graham a good send off! (Sorry Graham!).

Martin and I send you our love and prayers for a blessed Christmas time. 


TracyUseful information

Telephone: 745260 (please leave a message on the answerphone if the office is unattended)
Email: stclementjersey@outlook.com, website: www.stclementschurch.org.je 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/p/St-Clement-Church-Jersey-Channel-Islands 

Assistant Curates: Rev Tracy Le C Bromley Tel. 857693, Rev Martin Dryden Tel. 874668

St Clement Treasurer: Robert Sharp robsharp@fastmail.fm
Bank details: St Clements Parish Church 40-25-34 84087488 

St Nicholas Treasurer: lan Bromley captainimb@aol.com
Bank details: St Clements Parish Church 40-25-34 94289579 
(the reference to St Clements Parish Church is correct for payments to St Nicholas)

(Please include a reference in online payment instructions)



Welcome to St Clements Parish Church
Holy Communion 

December 21st,  2025


The Greeting:   Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
and also with you.



CA 40

Arise to greet the Lord of light;
You people of his choice,
In uncreated glory bright,
He bursts upon our inward sight,
And bids the heart rejoice
And bids the heart rejoice!

Towards his light shall kings be drawn
This majesty to see;
And in the brightness of the dawn
Shall see the world in hope reborn,
In justice full and free
In justice full and free.

The holy light in Judah’s skies
Calls sages from afar,
The hope of kings they recognise
Which, in the virgin mother’s eyes
Outshines the guiding star
Outshines the guiding star.

This majesty for long concealed
From longing human sight
In Jesus Christ is now revealed,
And God’s eternal promise sealed
In love’s unending light
In love’s unending light.

Lighting the Advent Candle– Fourth Sunday of Advent
In this season of advent, we watch and wait and pray for the coming of light into the world. We long for the day when the things of darkness: selfishness and greed, suffering and oppression, shall be no more. 

Lord, by your presence, light up the past that we might learn from it with thankfulness. 
Light up the present that we might live it with love. Light up the future that we might prepare for it in hope. 
As we watch and wait and pray, may we always be ready to encounter the Lord 
who is always with us. Amen.

The fourth candle is lit
We light this candle to remember the Virgin Mary and all who say ‘yes’ to God’s challenge, accepting the sorrow and joy of an unknown future.
O God, as we wait for your promise, give us light, give us hope.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the Inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord.  
Amen.

Prayers of Preparation:
Our Lord Jesus Christ said:  The first commandment is this: 'Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord. 
You shall love the Lord your God  with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.'
The second is this:  'Love your neighbour as yourself.'  There is no other commandment greater than these. 
On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.  
Amen.  Lord, have mercy.

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ to save us from our sins, to be our advocate in heaven, and to bring us to eternal life.
Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, firmly resolved to keep God's commandments and to live in love and peace with all.

We sit or kneel.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against you and against our neighbour in thought and word and deed, through negligence, through weakness, through our own deliberate fault.  We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us, forgive us all that is past and grant that we may serve you in newness of life to the glory of your name. Amen.

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

We stand to say the Gloria in Excelsis

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.  Lord God, Heav'nly King, Almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Lord, Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;   have mercy on us;  You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer.  For you alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord, You alone are the Most High,  Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen.

The Collect for the fourth Sunday of Advent:   
God our redeemer, who prepared the Blessed Virgin Mary to be the mother of your Son:
grant that, as she looked for his coming as our saviour, so we may be ready to greet him
when he comes again as our judge; who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.   Amen

We sit for the First Reading

The First Reading is taken from Isaiah, Chapter 7, beginning to read at the tenth verse 

Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, “Ask the Lord your God for a sign, whether in the deepest depths or in the highest heights.”
But Ahaz said, “I will not ask; I will not put the Lord to the test.”
Then Isaiah said, “Hear now, you house of David! Is it not enough to try the patience of humans? Will you try the patience of my God also? 
Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.  He will be eating curds and honey when he knows enough to reject the wrong and choose the right, for before the boy knows enough to reject the wrong and choose the right, the land of the two kings you dread will be laid waste. The Lord will bring on you and on your people and on the house of your father a time unlike any since Ephraim broke away from Judah—he will bring the king of Assyria.”

This is the word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God.
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Long ago, prophets knew
Christ would come, born a Jew
Come to make all things new
Bear his people’s burden,
Freely love and pardon

Ring, bells, ring, ring,ring!
Sing choirs, sing, sing, sing!
When he comes,
When he comes,
Who will make him welcome?

God in time, God in man,
This is God’s timeless plan:
He will come, as a man,
Born himself of woman
God divinely human.		refrain

Mary, hail! Though afraid,
She believed, she obeyed.
In her womb, God is laid
Till the time expected,
Nurtured and protected.		refrain


The Gospel Reading    We remain standing

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about.

His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.
But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus,[f] because he will save his people from their sins.”
All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet:  “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”).
When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife.  But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.				Matthew 1  18 - 25

This is the Gospel of the Lord   Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon:    Tracy

Joseph the Carpenter

Who has not considered Mary
And who her praise would dim,
But what of humble Joseph
Is there no song for him?
If Joseph had not driven
Straight nails through honest wood
If Joseph had not cherished 
His Mary as he should;
If Joseph had not proved him
A sire both kind and wise
Would he have drawn with favour
The Child’s all-probing eyes?
Would Christ have prayed, ‘Our Father’
Or cried that name in death 
Unless he first had honoured
Joseph of Nazareth ?       by Luci Shaw

The Creed:

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and was made man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen.

Prayers of Intercession    We sit or kneel

May your Church be expectant with hope and promise and be filled with joy at the birth of Jesus.
Your presence strengthens and inspires. Be with all who have power and authority in this world and move in them to bring great good to the world.
Be with all who are pregnant and give them courage. Place people around to help them. Bless all parents and those who support and care for the young.
Send your Holy Spirit to bring relief to all who long for an end to their sufferings. 
In times of darkness, may the light of your presence bring comfort and the hope of heaven. Be with all who grieve the loss of someone they love.

The Parish Prayer:  Lord God, we thank you that you know all our needs before we ask and that you go ahead to prepare the way for us.  We pray for James whom you have chosen to be our next Rector.  May you bless James, together with Katie and their family with all they need at this time and may you build us up in faith and love to serve you well with all our heart, soul, mind and strength.  Amen

Merciful Father,
accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen.

The Peace:  

We stand to share the Peace 

Christ is our peace.  He has reconciled us to God in one body by the cross.  We meet in his name and share his peace.   

The peace of the Lord be always with you
 and also with you.

All:  May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore.  Amen.

A&M 421

All for Jesus, all for Jesus,
this our song shall ever be
for we have no hope, nor Saviour
if we have not hope in thee.

All for Jesus, thou wilt give us
strength to serve thee, hour by hour,
none can move us from thy presence
while we trust thy love and power.

All for Jesus, at thine altar
thou wilt give us sweet content;
there, dear Lord, we shall receive thee
in the solemn sacrament.

All for Jesus, thou hast loved us
all for Jesus, thou hast died;
all for Jesus, thou art with us
all for Jesus crucified.

All for Jesus, all for Jesus
this the church’s song must be,
till, at last, we all are gathered
one in love and one in thee.

The Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord be with you.
and also with you.

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

It is right to praise you, Father, Lord of all creation; in your love you made us for yourself.  
When we turned away you did not reject us, but came to meet us in your Son.
You embraced us as your children and welcomed us to sit and eat with you.

In Christ you shared our life that we might live in him and he in us.
He opened his arms of love upon the cross and made for all the perfect sacrifice for sin.

On the night he was betrayed, at supper with his friends he took bread,* and gave you thanks;  he broke it and gave it to them, saying:  Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;  do this in remembrance of me.
Father, we do this in remembrance of him: his body is the bread of life.

At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine,* he gave you thanks, and said:  Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,  which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins; do this in remembrance of me.
Father, we do this in remembrance of him: his blood is shed for all.

As we proclaim his death and celebrate his rising in glory, send your Holy Spirit * that this bread and this wine may be to us the body and blood of your dear Son.
As we eat and drink these holy gifts make us one in Christ, our risen Lord.
With your whole Church throughout the world we offer you this sacrifice of praise and lift our voice to join the eternal song of heaven:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest.

The Lord's Prayer:     Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen.

Breaking of the Bread

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.

Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in one bread.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace.

Prayer before the distribution

We do not presume to come to this your table, merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in your manifold and great mercies.    We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table.  But you are the same Lord whose nature is always to have mercy.   Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ and to drink his blood, that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body and our souls washed through his most precious blood, and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us.  Amen.

Draw near with faith.   Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ which he gave for you, and his blood which he shed for you.  Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.

Prayers after Communion: 
God our redeemer, who prepared the Blessed Virgin Mary to be the mother of your Son:
grant that, as she looked for his coming as our saviour, so we may be ready to greet him
when he comes again as our judge; who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen

Father of all, we give you thanks and praise, that when we were still far off you met us in your Son and brought us home.  
Dying and living, he declared your love, gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory.
May we who share Christ's body live his risen life; we who drink his cup bring life to others; we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world.  
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, so we and all your children shall be free, and the whole earth live to praise your name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen.

A&M  47

People, look east to see at last
Hopes fulfilled from ages past
Now in the promise of the morning
See, a brighter day is dawning,
Rich with the visions long foretold
Prophets’ dreams from days of old.

God reaffirms the gracious call
Words of welcome meant for us all
Comfort enough for all our sorrows
Justice shaping new tomorrows
Mercy bears fruit in lives restored
Freed to praise and serve the Lord.

Now, with the coming of the light
Darkest fears are put to flight
See how the clouds of gloom are clearing
Blown aside by hope’s appearing
Jesus, the Light of all our days
Comes and sets our hearts ablaze.

Born of our race, a child so small
Hail the promised Lord of all
Nailed to a cross for our salvation
He shall rule God’s new creation
Lift up your eyes, and look again:
See he comes in power to reign!

The Dismissal

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord;  and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.  Amen.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

We say the Grace together:

May the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all evermore. Amen.


Notices for Christmas:

Christmas Eve
3pm  Christingle and Carols at St Clement Church
5pm  Christingles and Carols at St Nicholas Church
6pm Christingle and Carols at St Clement Church
11pm  Midnight Communion

Christmas Day:
9am  Traditional Communion and Carols at St Nicholas Church
10.30am  Christmas Day Family Service.















Welcome to St Clement's Church
Holy Communion for Christmas Eve

Organ music before the service

Pastorale from the 'Christmas' Concerto 
Corelli (1653-1713)

Pastoral Symphony (Messiah) 
Handel (1685-1759)

The Holy Boy 
Ireland (1879-1962)

Es ist ein Ros' entsprungen 
Brahms (1833-97)
[image: A black and white image of a couple of bows
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It came upon the midnight clear,
that glorious song of old,
from angels bending near the earth
to touch their harps of gold:
'Peace on the earth, goodwill to men,
from heaven's all gracious King!'
The world in solemn stillness lay
to hear the angels sing.

Still through the cloven skies they come,
with peaceful wings unfurled;
And still their heavenly music floats
o'er all the weary world;
above its sad and lowly plains
they bend on hovering wing;
and ever o'er its Babel sounds
the blessed angels sing.
Yet with the woes of sin and strife
the world has suffered long;
beneath the angel-strain have rolled
two thousand years of wrong;
and man, at war with man, hears not
the love-song which they bring:
O hush the noise, ye men of strife,
and hear the angels sing!

For lo! the days are hastening on,
by prophet bards foretold,
when, with the ever-circling years,
comes round the age of gold;
when peace shall over all the earth
its ancient splendours fling,
and the whole world give back the song
which now the angels sing.

We remain standing

The Lord be with you.   And also with you

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen

Glory to God in the highest and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King, Almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy upon us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen

Please sit
The Collect for Christmas Eve

Eternal God, who made this most holy night to shine with the brightness of your one true light: bring us, who have known the revelation of that light on earth, to see the radiance of your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.
The First Reading
The revelation from Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his servants what must soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, who testifies to everything he saw – that is, the word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ. Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is near. 

To the seven churches in the province of Asia: Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who is to come, and from the seven spirits before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father – to him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen. ‘Look, he is coming with the clouds,’ and ‘every eye will see him, even those who pierced him’; and all peoples on earth ‘will mourn because of him.’ So shall it be! Amen.

‘I am the Alpha and the Omega,’ says the Lord God, ‘who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty.’
Revelation 1:1-8
This is word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.


CA 597

Silent night, holy night,
all is calm, all is bright,
round yon virgin mother and child;
holy infant so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace. 	(x2)

Silent night, holy night,
shepherds quake at the sight,
glories stream from heaven afar,
heav'nly hosts sing Alleluia:
Christ, the Saviour is born.	(x2)

Silent night, holy night,
Son of God, love's pure light,
radiant beams from thy holy face,
with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 	(x2)

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John
Glory to you O Lord

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

There was a man sent from God whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light.

The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognise him. He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God – children
born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

This is the Gospel of the Lord;   Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon   Martin
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In the bleak mid-winter frosty wind made moan,
earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone;
Snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow,
In the bleak mid-winter, long ago.

Our God, heav'n cannot hold him, nor earth sustain;
Heav'n and earth shall flee away 
when he comes to reign.
In the bleak mid winter a stable place sufficed
The Lord God almighty, Jesus Christ.

Enough for him, whom cherubim
worship night and day,
a breastful of milk and a mangerful of hay:
enough for him, whom angels fall down before,
the ox and ass and camel which adore.

Angels and archangels may have gathered there,
cherubim and seraphim thronged the air;
but only his mother, in her maiden bliss,
Worshipped the beloved with a kiss.

What can I give him, poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;
If I were a wise man, I would do my part;
Yet what I can I give him, give my heart.

Prayers of intercession
We kneel or sit

Prayers ending: Lord in your mercy
Hear our prayer

The Parish Prayer

Lord God, we thank you that you know all our needs before we ask and that you go ahead to prepare the way for us.  We pray for James whom you have chosen to be our next Rector.  May you bless James, together with Katie and their family with all they need at this time and may you build us up in faith and love to serve you well with all our heart, soul, mind and strength.  Amen.


Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen.

The Confession

Christ the Light of the World has come to dispel the darkness of our hearts. In his light let us examine ourselves and confess our sins. 

Lord of grace and truth, we confess our unworthiness to stand in your presence as your children.
We have sinned. Forgive and heal us

Mary accepted your call to be the mother of Jesus: forgive our disobedience to your will.
We have sinned. Forgive and heal us.

Jesus was born in poverty: forgive us our greed.
We have sinned. Forgive and heal us.

The shepherds left their flocks to go to Bethlehem: forgive our lack of vision. 
We have sinned. Forgive and heal us.

The wise men followed the star: forgive our reluctance to seek you.
We have sinned. Forgive and heal us.

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon us, pardon and deliver us from all our sins; confirm and strengthen us in all goodness, and keep us in life eternal: through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

We stand for the Peace

Unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given;
and his name is called Prince of Peace.
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
be with us all evermore. Amen.
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O little town of Bethlehem,
how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
the silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light;
The hopes and fears of all the years
are met in thee tonight.




O morning stars, together proclaim the holy Birth!
And praises sing to God the King,
and peace to men on earth;
for Christ is born of Mary, 
and, gathered all above,
while mortals sleep, the angels keep 
their watch of wondering love.

How silently, how silently,
the wondrous gift is given!
So God imparts to human hearts
the blessings of his heaven.
No ear may hear his coming;
but in this world of sin,
where meek souls will receive him,
still the dear Christ enters in.

O holy Child of Bethlehem,
descend to us, we pray;
cast out our sin, and enter in,
be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas Angels
the great glad tidings tell:
O come to us, abide with us, Our Lord Emmanuel.

We remain standing until the Lord's Prayer

Yours, Lord is the greatness, the power, the glory, the splendour and the majesty; for everything in heaven and on earth is yours.
All things come from you,
and of your own do we give you.

The Lord be with you
and also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

It is right to praise you, Father, Lord of all creation; in your love you made us for yourself. When we turned away you did not reject us, but came to meet us in your Son. 
You embraced us as your children 
and welcomed us to sit and eat with you.

In Christ you shared our life that we might live in him and he in us.
He opened his arms of love upon the cross 
and made for all the perfect sacrifice for sin.

On the night he was betrayed, at supper with his friends he took bread and gave you thanks; he broke it and give it to them saying Take, eat, this is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me.
Father, we do this in remembrance of him, 
his body is the bread of life.

At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine, he gave you thanks, and said: Drinks this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins; do this in remembrance of me.

As we proclaim his death and celebrate his rising in glory, send your Holy Spirit that this bread and this wine may be to us the body and blood of your dear Son.
As we eat and drink these holy gifts,
make us one in Christ, our risen Lord.

With your whole church throughout the world we offer you this sacrifice of praise and lift our voice to join the eternal song of heaven.


Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
The Lord's Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in one bread.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world; have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace.

We do not presume to come to this your table, merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in your manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table. But you are the same Lord whose nature is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him and he in us. Amen.

Draw near with faith. Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ which he gave for you, and his blood which he shed for you. Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.

All are invited to come to the altar rail to receive Communion or a blessing. 
Carols during communion

CA 523

On Christmas night all Christians sing,
to hear the news the angels bring, 	 	(x2)
news of great joy, news of great mirth,
news of our merciful King's birth.

Then why should we on earth be so sad,
since our Redeemer made us glad,		(x2)
when from our sin he set us free,
all for to gain our liberty?

When sin departs before his grace,
then life and health come in its place,	(x2)
angels and earth with joy may sing,
all for to see the new-born King.
All out of darkness we have light,
which made the angels sing this night,	(x2)
‘Glory to God and peace to men
now and for forevermore. Amen.’

CA 776

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head,
the stars in the bright sky 
looked down where he lay,
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes
but little Lord Jesus no crying he makes.
I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky
and stay by my side until morning is nigh.

Be near me Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay
close by me for ever, and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,
and fit us for heaven, to live with thee there.

Prayers after Communion

God our Father, in this night you have made known to us again the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ: confirm our faith and fix our eyes on him until the day dawns and Christ the Morning Star rises in our hearts. To him be glory both now and for ever.
Amen.

Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. Through him we offer you our souls and bodies to be a living sacrifice. Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen
CA 479

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
come and behold him, born the king of angels:

O come, let us adore him,		(x3)
Christ the Lord.

God of God, Light of Light,
Lo, he abhors not the Virgin's womb;
very God, begotten, not created:

See how the shepherds,
summoned to his cradle,
leaving their flocks, draw nigh with holy fear;
we too will thither bend our joyful footsteps:

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above;
glory to God In the highest:

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning,
Jesu, to thee be glory giv’n;
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing:

O come, let us adore him,		(x3)
Christ the Lord

The Blessing

Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, scatter the darkness from before your path, and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory;
and the blessing of God Almighty The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you now and always.  Amen.

Organ music after the service

Noël Suisse
Louis-Claude Daquin (1694-1772)
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THANK YOU

to everyone who has helped at this busy time!




MUSIC
to Graham Caldbeck (who will be retiring as Musical Director after 12 years at the end of this year), the Choir, and all who have been involved in our music over Christmas

FLOWERS & DECORATIONS
to Dacia, Mike and Philippa and their teams 
at St Clement and St Nicholas

COLLECTIONS
to all who have given to the Gift Days to support the mission and ministry of St Clement & St Nicholas

CHURCHYARD
to Mike Le Jehan our Sexton, Jason Sims 
and Brock Thompson

MANAGEMENT & ADMINISTRATION
to our Churchwardens Anne and Tim, Almoners Carole and Eileen, Treasurers Ian and Rob
and to Jayne our Administrator

Thank you and  HAPPY CHRISTMAS
From 
Martin and Tracy


Notices for week December 28th 
December 28th:
9am Holy Communion at St Nicholas Church
10.30am Short Service of Readings and Carols at St Clement Church

January:  4th:
9am Holy Communion at St Nicholas Church
10.30am  Service of Holy Communion at Christmastide at St Clement Church
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