St Clement's Church Office, 
La Grande Route de Saint Clément
St Clement JE2 6QQ

Tel: 	745260  (please leave a message on the answerphone if the office is unattended)

email: 		stclementjersey@outlook.com
website: 	www.stclementschurch.org.je, 

Facebook: 	St Clement Church Jersey Channel Islands  
(watch the 10.30am service live and recorded)

Rev Tracy Le C Bromley Tel: 857693 			Rev Martin Dryden Tel: 874668

St Clement treasurer: Rob Sharp robsharp@fastmail.fm 
Bank account details:  St Clements Parish Church 	40-25-34 	84087488

St Nicholas treasurer: lan Bromley captainimb@aol.com
Bank account details: St Clements Parish Church 	40-25-34 	94289579 
(the reference to St Clement is correct)

Please put a note in the 'reference' box for online banking so that the treasurers know what the payment is for and/or from whom, if that is important. Thank you.

November 27th

Dear Friends of St Clement & St Nicholas

If Christmas adverts begin in October, why can’t we celebrate new year in November? We can! Advent Sunday marks the beginning of the Church’s year.  Christmas adverts are designed to make us spend money whereas the season of Advent is designed to help us wait, hope and prepare for Christmas. We will be marking the four Sundays in Advent by lighting candles and with prayers.  You might also like to count down the days with an Advent calendar. They began in 19th century Germany, where people originally kept track of the days to Christmas by putting chalk marks on their doors and rubbing them off one at a time.  Advent calendars were first mass-produced in 1908 by Gerhard Lang in Munich.  We have acquired a small stock of the Real Advent Calendar, the UK’s only Fairtrade Advent calendar, which comes with a free 24-page Christmas story-activity book and supports charitable causes. They will be available for purchase in St Clement and St Nicholas on Advent Sunday, for £5 on a first-come-first-served basis.  All proceeds will go to church funds, an essential aspect of our ministry and mission to this parish.  There is still time to contribute to Gift Day if you have not yet done so.  Do please help us to narrow the gap between our income and expenditure if you are able to, so that we can help the people of St Clement “walk in the light of the Lord”, in the words of Isaiah in this Sunday’s first reading.  

Martin









The Parish of St Clement, Service of Holy Communion in Advent
 November 30th, 2025
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O come, O come, Emmanuel 
and ransom captive Israel, 
that mourns in lonely exile here,
until the Son of God appear. 
 
Rejoice, rejoice! 
Emmanuel, shall come to thee
O Israel. 
 
O come, thou Rod of Jesse, free 
thine own from Satan’s tyranny: 
from depths of hell thy people save, 
and give them vict’ry o’er the grave.   (Refrain) 
 
O come, thou dayspring, come and cheer 
our spirits by thine advent here; 
disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death’s dark shadows put to flight.  (Refrain) 
 
O come, thou key of David, come 
and open wide our heav’nly home; 
make safe the way that leads on high 
and close the path to misery    (Refrain) 
 
O come, O come, thou Lord of might, 
who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height
in ancient times didst give the Law, in cloud and majesty and awe. 
  
Rejoice, rejoice, 
Emmanuel shall come to thee 
O Israel 
 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath.  One candle for each week of Advent and the middle one for Christmas Day. 

Lighting the Advent Candle – First Sunday of Advent 
 
In this season of advent, we watch and wait and pray for the coming of light into the world. We long for the day when the things of darkness: selfishness and greed, suffering and oppression, shall be no more.  
 
All:  Lord, by your presence, light up the past that we might learn from it with thankfulness.  Light up the present that we might live it with love.  Light up the future that we might prepare for it in hope.  As we watch and wait and pray, may we always be ready to encounter the Lord who is always with us. Amen. 
 The first candle is lit:    We light this candle for all God's people, struggling to be bearers of hope in a troubled world. 
All:  O God, as we wait for your promise, give us light, give us hope. 
 
The Greeting:    The Lord be with you.   and also with you.  
    
Prayer of Preparation:     Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known and from whom no secrets are hidden:  cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your Holy name;  through Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
Prayer of Penitence Our Lord Jesus Christ said: The first commandment is this: 'Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord.   You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.'  The second is this: 'Love your neighbour as yourself.' There is no other commandment greater than these. On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. 
Amen.  Lord, have mercy. 
 
God so loved the world that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ to save us from our sins, to be our advocate in heaven, and to bring us to eternal life.   Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments and to live in love and peace with all. 
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against you and against our neighbour in thought and word and deed, through negligence, through weakness, through our own deliberate fault.  We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins.  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us, forgive us all that is past and grant that we may serve you in newness of life to the glory of your name.  Amen.   
 
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy on you.  Pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.  Lord God, Heavenly King, Almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord, Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us; You are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord, You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

The Collect for the First Sunday in Advent:  Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness and to put on the armour of light, now in the time of this mortal life, in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility; that on the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 
 
The First reading is taken from Isaiah, Chapter 2 beginning to read at the first verse 

This is what Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem:  In the last days
the mountain of the Lord’s temple will be established as the highest of the mountains; it will be exalted above the hills, and all nations will stream to it.
Many peoples will come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the temple of the God of Jacob.  He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his paths.”  The law will go out from Zion,  the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
He will judge between the nations and will settle disputes for many peoples. They will beat their swords into ploughshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore.  Come, descendants of Jacob, let us walk in the light of the Lord.
Isaiah 2:  1-5
This is the word of the Lord   Thanks be to God 
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Hark the glad sound!  the Saviour comes,
the Saviour promised long:
let ev’ry heart prepare a throne,
and ev’ry voice a song.

He comes, the pris’ners to release
in Satan’s bondage held;
the gates of brass before him burst,
the iron fetters yield.

He comes, the broken heart to bind,
the bleeding soul to cure,
and with the treasures of his grace
to bless the humble poor.

Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace,
thy welcome shall proclaim,
and heav’n’s eternal arches ring
with thy beloved name.

The Gospel Reading:  Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
Glory to you, O Lord  

“But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.  As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man.  For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man.  Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left.   Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left.
“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into.  So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.

Matthew 24  36-44

This is the Gospel of the Lord   Praise to you, O Christ 
 


Reflection:    Martin  Isaiah’s vision of nations beating their swords into ploughshares and their spears into pruning hooks has been a huge source of inspiration down the centuries. Johannesburg-born artist Ralph Ziman has taken him literally by repurposing rifles, military vehicles and warplanes as works of art in his “Weapons of Mass Production” project, which is currently on display in the Museum of Flight in Seattle, Washington. Someone first pointed a gun at him when he was 14, but he has never let brutality and violence gain the upper hand in his life. By transforming tools of war into images and aesthetic objects, Ralph Ziman is trying to create a place of dialogue between destruction and creativity as well as between history and the present. He believes that being physically close to an object of war that has been transformed into a work of art, and being able to touch it, is a way of reclaiming power from violence. He has turned colourful African beads, hand-laid by hundreds of artists, into a gesture of resistance to the militarisation of the world. “In a world full of wars and fear we have to try to speak a different language”, he says.  Isaiah would have thoroughly approved.
 www.museumofflight.org/Exhibits-and-Events/Exhibits/MiG-21-Project 

The Creed:       We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
Prayers of Intercession:   We sit or kneel  Lord in your mercy.   Hear our prayer 

God, we watch and wait for your dawning Kingdom.
Teach us to walk in the way of your Son.

God, we watch and wait for your reign of peace.
May all nations lay aside the ways of darkness and put on the armour of light.

God, we watch and wait in your saving presence.
Draw us to seek the good of all.

God, be with all who watch and wait by the side of someone they love.
May your Advent Hope sustain us through the dark hours.

God, we wait and wait for your coming in glory.
May we come at the last to our eternal home.

The Parish Prayer:  Lord God, we thank you that you know all our needs before we ask and that you go ahead to prepare the way for us.  We pray for James whom you have chosen to be our next Rector.  May you bless James, together with Katie and their family with all they need at this time and may you build us up in faith and love to serve you well with all our heart, soul, mind and strength.  Amen
The Peace  We stand to share the Peace:  Christ is our peace.  He has reconciled us to God in one body by the cross.  We meet in his name and share his peace. The peace of the Lord be always with you and also with you. 
 
All:  May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore.  Amen. 
 
Preparation of the Table:    
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Longing for light, we wait in darkness.
Longing for truth, we turn to you.
Make us your own, your holy people,
light for the world to see.

Christ, be our light!
Shine in our hearts.
Shine through the darkness.
Christ be our light!
Shine in your church gathered today.

Longing for peace, our world is troubled.
Longing for hope, many despair.
Your word alone has power to save us.
Make us your living voice.		Refrain

Longing for food, many are hungry.
Longing for water, many still thirst.
Make us your bread, broken for others,
shared until all are fed.			Refrain

Longing for shelter, many are homeless.
Longing for warmth, many are cold.
Make us your building, sheltering others,
walls made of living stone.		Refrain

Many the gifts, many the people,
many the hearts that yearn to belong.
Let us be servants to one another,
making your kingdom come.

Christ, be our light!
Shine in our hearts.
Shine through the darkness.
Christ be our light!
Shine in your church gathered today

The Eucharistic Prayer 
  
The Lord be with you.  and also with you  
Lift up your hearts.   We lift them to the Lord.   

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give thanks and praise. 

Almighty God, good Father to us all, your face is turned towards your world.  In love you gave us Jesus your Son to rescue us from sin and death.  Your Word goes out to call us home to the city where angels sing your praise.  We join with them in heaven’s song:  
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might heaven and earth are full of your glory.   
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Father of all, we give you thanks for every gift that comes from heaven.  To the darkness Jesus came as your light.  With signs of faith and words of hope he touched untouchables with love and washed the guilty clean. 
This is his story.  This is our song:  Hosanna in the highest 
 
The crowds came out to see your Son, yet at the end they turned on him.  On the night he was betrayed he came to table with his friends to celebrate the freedom of your people.  This is his story This is our song:  Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Jesus blessed you, Father for the food;  he took bread; gave thanks, broke it and said:  
This is my body, given for you all.   
Jesus then gave thanks for the wine; he took the cup, gave it and said:   
This is my blood, shed for you all for the forgiveness of sins.  
Do this in remembrance of me.  
This is our story:  This is our song;  Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Therefore, Father, with this bread and this cup we celebrate the cross on which he died to set us free.  Defying death he rose again and is alive with you to plead for us and all the world. 
This is his story.   
This is our song:  Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Send your Spirit on us now that by these gifts we may feed on Christ with opened eyes and hearts on fire.  May we and all who share this food offer ourselves to live for you and be welcomed at your feast in heaven where all creation worships you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  
Blessing and honour and glory and power be yours for ever and ever.  Amen 
 
The Lord’s Prayer:  Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us   

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Breaking of the Bread 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.  
Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in one bread. 
 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace. 
 
Prayer before the Distribution: 

We do not presume to come to this your table, merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in your manifold and great mercies.  We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table.  But you are the same Lord whose nature is always to have mercy.  Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ and to drink his blood, that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body and our souls washed through his most precious blood and that we may evermore dwell in him and he in us.   Amen 
 
Draw near with faith.  Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ which he gave for you and his blood which he shed for you. Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.  
 
Prayers after Communion:  O Lord our God, make us watchful and keep us faithful as we await the coming of your Son our Lord; that, when he shall appear, he may not find us sleeping in sin but active in his service and joyful in his praise; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
.Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.  Through him we offer you our souls and bodies to be a living sacrifice.  Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory.  Amen. 
 
The Dismissal:  The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord;  and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.  
Amen 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  In the name of Christ.  Amen 
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Lo, he comes with clouds descending,
once for mortal sinners slain; 
thousand thousand saints attending 
swell the triumph of his train. 
Alleluia!   Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Christ appears on earth to reign. 
 
Ev’ry eye shall now behold him 
robed in dreadful majesty; 
we who set at naught and sold him, 
pierced and nailed him to the tree, 
deeply grieving, deeply grieving, 
deeply grieving 
shall the true Messiah see. 
 


Those dear tokens of his passion 
still his dazzling body bears, cause of endless exultation 
to his ransomed woshippers: 
with what rapture, with what rapture 
with what rapture 
gaze we on those glorious scars! 
 
Yea, amen, let all adore thee, 
high on thine eternal throne Saviour, take the pow’r and glory, 
claim the kingdom for thine own 
Alleluia!  Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thou shalt reign, and thou alone. 
 
The Grace:  May the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all evermore. Amen. 

NOTICES AND DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Notices for next week:

December 6th: 12.30pm    Wedding in St Clement Church of Samantha Neil and James Fowler

December 7th:    9am Holy Communion at St Nicholas Church
10.30am  Morning Worship in Advent at St Clement Church













Appeal for used stamps from Pam Turner:     Please can you save your used stamps for the benefit of PARKINSON’S Jersey.   Pam has appealed before but with little response.
With Christmas approaching, we will all receive Christmas mail so PLEASE give it some thought.  
If you are able to help, please leave a reasonable amount of envelope behind the stamp when your remove it, or alternatively, give Pam the whole envelope if that is easier for you.

Many thanks in advance.   Pam



CAROL SINGING  NOTICES:     All are very welcome to join us for an entertaining evening of informal carol singing to the residents of Avalon Park on Saturday, 6th December. 

Please email Dacia and Mike sabledormd@yahoo.co.uk

Thank you to all who have already accepted the invitation.    Start time will be confirmed shortly.


