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October 23rd, 2025

Dear Friends of St Clement & St Nicholas

The tradition of Bible Sunday goes back to Archbishop Cranmer’s Prayer Book of 1549, in which he included set readings for each Sunday along with a special prayer, called a Collect.  The Collect for the Second Sunday in Advent went like this: “Blessed Lord, who hast caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant that we may in such wise hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that by patience and comfort of thy holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which thou hast given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.” Unsurprisingly, this Sunday came to be known as Bible Sunday.  
Bible Sunday has moved round the calendar a fair bit since 1549. In fact, the calendar has itself changed, with the latest addition being Safeguarding Sunday.  It came about as the result of a campaign by the UK charity Thirtyone:eight to raise awareness about safeguarding vulnerable individuals. 
 We will be marking it for the first time in St Clement this year.  I don’t know if the Collect was a factor in choosing the Second Sunday before Advent (16th November) as Safeguarding Sunday, but it fits very well. Do take time to pray the Collects: they are full of spiritual nourishment.


Jayne is taking annual leave week commencing October 27th, so any enquiries, please contact Martin.    Thank you.

Attached are the Family Service for this week and the service of Holy Communion for November 2nd, 2025

Martin

Don’t forget to put the clocks back one hour at 2am on Sunday October 26th

Welcome to St Clements Parish Church
Family Service 

October 26th, 2025

The Lord our God, the Almighty reigns.
Let us rejoice and shout for joy, giving God the glory.

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
As it was in the beginning is now and shall be for ever. Amen.
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O God beyond all praising,
we worship you today
and sing the love amazing
that songs cannot repay;
for we can only wonder
at every gift your send,
at blessings without number
and mercies without end
we lift our hearts before you
and wait upon your word,
we honour and adore you,
our great and mighty Lord.

Then hear, O gracious Saviour,
accept the love we bring,
that we who know your favour
may serve you as our King;
and whether our tomorrows
be filled with good or ill,
we’ll triumph through our sorrows
and rise to bless you still:
to marvel at your beauty
and glory in your ways,
and make a joyful duty
our sacrifice of praise.

God in Christ has revealed his glory.   Come let us worship.
From the rising of the sun to its setting.   The Lord’s name is greatly to be praised.

Give him praise, you servants of the Lord.  O praise the name of the Lord!
God shows his love for us in that, while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
Let us then show our love for him by confessing our sins in penitence and faith.

God our Father, we come to you in sorrow for our sins.

For turning away from you, and ignoring your will for our lives;  Father, forgive us.
Save us and help us.

For behaving just as we wish, without thinking of you;  Father, forgive us . Save us and help us.

For failing you by what we do, and think and say; Father, forgive us.   Save us and help us.
For letting ourselves be drawn away from you by temptations in the world about us;  Father, forgive us.  Save us and help us.

For living as if we were ashamed to belong to your Son;  Father, forgive us. Save us and help us.

May God who loved the world so much that he sent his Son to be our Saviour forgive us our sins and make us holy to serve him in the world through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Let us declare our Faith in God

We believe in God the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named.
We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us with his love.
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us with power from on high.
We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen

CA 29

Amazing Grace!  How sweet the sound
that saved a wretch like me.
I once was lost but now I’m found;
was blind, but now I see.

‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
and grace my fears relieved.
How precious did that grace appear
the hour I first believed.

Through many dangers, toils and snares
I have already come.
‘Tis grace that brought me safe thus far,
and grace will lead me home.

The Lord has promised good to me,
his word my hope secures;
he will my shield and portion be
as long as life endures.

When we’ve been there a thousand years,
bright shining as the sun,
we’ve no less days to sing God’s praise
than when we first begun.

[bookmark: _Hlk167095427][bookmark: _Hlk167272352]The Gospel Reading is taken from Luke Chapter 18, beginning to read at the 9th verse.

 To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everyone else, Jesus told this parable: Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.’  “But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’
“I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.”
											Luke 18:   9-14
This is the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ									
Sermon.  Tracy     BIBLE Sunday reflection
The Lectern
Some rise on eagles’ wings, this one is plain,
Plain English workmanship in solid oak.
Age gracefully it says, go with the grain.
You walk towards an always open book,
Open as every life to every light,
Open to shade and shadow, day and night,
The changeless witness of your changing pain.
Be still the Lectern says, stand here and read.
Here are your mysteries, your love and fear,
And, running through them all, the slender thread
Of God’s strange grace, red as these ribbons, red
As your own blood when reading reads you here
And pierces joint and marrow… So you stand,
The lectern still beneath your trembling hand.

Malcolm Guite, priest and poet spends some of his time writing sonnets. This one is written about a lectern upon which sits a Bible. How are we to read the Bible? Thankfully there are wise men and women to help us. St. Augustine tells us if we want to know how to read any text, you need to find the core passage and then interpret the rest out of that core. Once you have done this you can use it as an interpretive guide for the rest. Thankfully we know the heart or core of the Bible because Jesus told us: Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength. Followed up by 'love your neighbour as yourself'. St. Augustine's thinking goes along the lines of: if I interpret any passage of the Bible in any way that diminishes my ability or anybody else's ability to love God or hinders or disables my passion for loving my neighbour then I've got the wrong interpretation. The psalmist says that God's words are 'sweet' to the taste and 'a light to our path'. On Bible Sunday may we look afresh at our Bibles and see them for what they are: God's precious gift to engage with us each day. 
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Take this moment, sign and space;
take my friends around;
here among us make the place
where your love is found.

Take the time to call my name,
take the time to mend
who I am and what I’ve been,
all I’ve failed to tend.

Take the tiredness of my days,
take my past regret,
letting your forgiveness touch
all I can’t forget.

Take the little child in me
scared of growing old,
help me here to find my worth
made in Christ’s own mould.




Take my talents, take my skills
take what’s yet to be;
let my life be yours, and yet
let it still be me.

[bookmark: _Hlk167272424]The Collect for the Nineteenth Sunday of Trinity:   O God, forasmuch as without you
we are not able to please you; mercifully grant that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen

Intercessions:     Prayers ending:  Lord in your mercy      All:  Hear our Prayer

Word of Truth, feed and inspire us to walk by the light of your word. May we live a lively and godly faith.

Word of Justice, raise up prophets and counsellors of wisdom and insight. Give courage to all who speak for the voiceless.

Word of Hope, you are the bedrock of our existence. Let your grace flow to nourish and sustain all people.

Word of Comfort and Consolation, you restore what is diminished and recover what is lost. Pour out your oil of healing on all our wounds and afflictions.

Word of Life, you turn the darkness of death into the dawn of new life. Turn our sorrow into dancing and tears into joy.

The Parish Prayer:   Lord God, we thank you that you know all our needs before we ask and that you go ahead to prepare the way for us. We pray for James whom you have chosen to be our next Rector. May you bless and guide James as he responds gladly to your call. Build us up in faith and love and equip us all to serve you well with all our heart, soul, mind and strength. 

Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen

The Lord’s Prayer: All:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen
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Lord Jesus Christ
you have come to us,
you are one with us,
Mary’s Son;
cleansing our souls from all their sin,
pouring your love and goodness in;
Jesus, our love for you we sing,
living Lord.



Lord Jesus Christ,
Now and every day,
Teach us how to pray,
Son of God.
You have commanded us to do
This in remembrance, Lord, of you:
Into our lives your power breaks through,
Living Lord.

Lord Jesus Christ,
you have come to us,
born as one of us,
Mary’s Son.
Led out to die on Calvary,
risen from death to set us free,
living Lord Jesus, help us see,
you are Lord.

Lord Jesus Christ,
I would come to you,
Live my life for your,
Son of God.
All your commands I know are true,
your many gifts will make me new,
into my life your power breaks through
Living Lord.

The Grace

May the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the Love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore.  Amen

All our problems       We send to the cross of Christ

All our difficulties      We send to the cross of Christ

All the devils works   We send to the cross of Christ

All our hopes             We set on the risen Christ

The Blessing :   And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be upon you and remain with you always.  AmenNotices for next week:    November 2nd  2025

9am Holy Communion at St Nicholas Church
10.30am Holy Communion at St Clement Church








Welcome to St Clement Church 
Service of Holy Communion 

November 2nd, 2025
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For all the saints who from their labours rest,
who thee by faith before the world confessed,
thy name, O Jesu, be for ever blest.  
Alleluia, alleluia.

Thou wast their rock, their fortress, and their might;
thou, Lord, their Captain in the well fought fight;
thou, in the darkness, still their one true light.  
Alleluia, alleluia.

O blest communion, fellowship divine!
we feebly struggle, they in glory shine;
yet all are one in thee, for all are thine.
Alleluia, alleluia.

The golden evening brightens in the west;
soon, soon to faithful warriors comes their rest:
sweet is the calm of paradise the blest.
Alleluia, alleluia.

But lo, there breaks a yet more glorious day;
the saints triumphant rise in bright array:
the King of glory passes on his way.
Alleluia, alleluia

From earth’s wide bounds, from oceans farthest coast
through gates of pearl streams in the countless host,
singing to Father, Son and Holy Ghost
Alleluia, alleluia.

The Lord be with you.  and also with you.

Prayer of Preparation:  Almighty God,  to whom all hearts are open, all desires known and from whom no secrets are hidden:   cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your Holy name; though Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Prayers of Penitence:   Our Lord Jesus Christ said: The first commandment is this: 'Hear, O Israel, 
the Lord our God is the only Lord.  You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.'
The second is this:   'Love your neighbour as yourself.' There is no other commandment greater than these. On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.  Amen.  Lord, have mercy.

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ  to save us from our sins, to be our advocate in heaven, and to bring us to eternal life.  Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, 
firmly resolved to keep God's commandments and to live in love and peace with all.

We sit or kneel   Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against you and against our neighbour in thought and word and deed, through negligence, through weakness, through our own deliberate fault.  We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins.  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us, forgive us all that is past and grant that we may serve you in newness of life to the glory of your name. Amen.

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy on you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen.

We stand to say the Gloria in Excelsis:  
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.  
Lord God, Heav'nly King,  Almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
Lord, Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us;  You are seated at the right hand  of the Father: receive our prayer.  
For you alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord, You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen.

The Collect for All Saints Sunday.  Almighty God, you have knit together your elect in one communion and fellowship in the mystical body of your Son Christ our Lord:
grant us grace so to follow your blessed saints in all virtuous and godly living that we may come to those inexpressible joys that you have prepared for those who truly love you; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

The First Reading is taken from Ephesians, Chapter 1, beginning to read at the eleventh verse 

In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, in order that we, who were the first to put our hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of his glory.
For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all God’s people, I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers.  I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is the same as the mighty strength he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every name that is invoked, not only in the present age but also in the one to come.  And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.						Ephesians 1:  11-23

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God
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For all the saints who showed your love
in how they lived and where they moved,
for mindful women, caring men,
accept our gratitude again.

For all the saints who love your name,
whose faith increased the Saviour’s fame,
who sang your songs and shared your word
accept our gratitude, good Lord.

For all the saints who named your will,
and saw your kingdom coming still
through selfless protest, prayer and praise,
accept the gratitude we raise.

Bless all whose will or name of love
reflects the grace of heaven above
Though unacclaimed by earthly powers,
your life through theirs has hallowed ours.

The Gospel Reading   Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke  
Glory to you, O Lord.

Looking at his disciples, he said: “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.
Blessed are you who hunger now, for you will be satisfied.
Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh.
Blessed are you when people hate you, when they exclude you and insult you and reject your name as evil, because of the Son of Man.
“Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is your reward in heaven. For that is how their ancestors treated the prophets.
“But woe to you who are rich, for you have already received your comfort.
Woe to you who are well fed now,  for you will go hungry.
Woe to you who laugh now, for you will mourn and weep.
Woe to you when everyone speaks well of you, for that is how their ancestors treated the false prophets.
“But to you who are listening I say: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. 
If someone slaps you on one cheek, turn to them the other also. If someone takes your coat, do not withhold your shirt from them.  Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back. Do to others as you would have them do to you.											Luke 6  20-31

This is the Gospel of the Lord    Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon:   Tracy

All Saint's Day

Though Satan breaks our dark glass into shards
Each shard still shines with Christ’s reflected light,
It glances from the eyes, kindles the words
Of all his unknown saints. The dark is bright
With quiet lives and steady lights undimmed,
The witness of the ones we shunned and shamed.
Plain in our sight and far beyond our seeing
He weaves them with us in the web of being
They stand beside us even as we grieve,
The lone and left behind whom no one claimed,
Unnumbered multitudes, he lifts above
The shadow of the gibbet and the grave,
To triumph where all saints are known and named;
The gathered glories of His wounded love.

Another sonnet by Malcolm Guite. He suggests it is read by the light of many candles. Candlelight is beautiful, partly because the flame dances with every draught it encounters and seems a living thing. At baptism we give candles to symbolise 'the light of Christ' that dances all around us and in us. And as Christians we can be ever thankful that we are alive with this light for ever more. 
 
The Creed:   We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate from the Holy Spirit  and the Virgin Mary and was made man.  For our sake he was crucified  under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried. On the   third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven  and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic  and apostolic Church.   We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.   We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen.
Prayers of Intercession  for All Saints Sunday
Blessed Lord, you turn everything upside down. Give your Church faith to trust in your ways.
Blessed Lord, you called peacemakers your children and honoured those who hunger and thirst for righteousness. Guide all in political office to walk in your mercy and truth.
Blessed Lord, you show yourself to the pure in heart. Take from us all that blurs our vision of you.
Blessed Lord, give us voice to praise you in darkness and light and to know your presence with us.
Blessed Lord, you comfort all who mourn and give cause for rejoicing. Be with all whose hearts ache with grief. Wipe every tear from our eyes.
The Parish Prayer:   Lord God, we thank you that you know all our needs before we ask and that you go ahead to prepare the way for us.  We pray for James whom you have chosen to be our next Rector.  May you bless James, together with Katie and their family with all they need at this time and may you build us up in faith and love to serve you well with all our heart, soul, mind and strength.  Amen
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen.
The Peace:  We stand to share the Peace.    Christ is our peace.  He has reconciled us to God in one body by the cross. We meet in his name and share his peace.  The peace of the Lord be always with you. and also with you.

All:  May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore.  Amen.
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Bread of life, hope of the world,
Jesus Christ, our brother:
feed us now, give us life,
lead us to one another.

As we proclaim your death,
as we recall your life,
we remember your promise
to return again.		Refrain

This bread we break and share,
was scattered once as grain:
just as now it is gathered,
make your people one.	Refrain

We eat this living bread,
we drink this saving cup:
sign of hope in our broken world,
source of lasting love.	Refrain

You are the bread of peace,
you are the wine of joy,
broken now for your people,
poured in endless love.	Refrain

The Lord be with you.  and also with you

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give thanks and praise.

Almighty God, good Father to us all, your face is turned towards your world.  In love you gave us Jesus your Son to rescue us from sin and death.  Your Word goes out to call us home to the city where angels sing your praise. 
We join with them in heaven's song:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,  God of power and might heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Father of all, we give you thanks for every gift that comes from heaven.  To the darkness Jesus came as your light.  With signs of faith and words of hope he touched untouchables with love  and washed the guilty clean.
This is his story.  This is our song:  Hosanna in the highest.

The crowds came out to see your Son, yet at the end they turned on him.  On the night he was betrayed he came to table with his friends to celebrate the freedom of your people. 
This is his story. 
This is our song:  Hosanna in the highest.

Jesus blessed you, Father, for the food;  he took bread, gave thanks,  broke it and said: This is my body, given for you all.
Jesus then gave thanks for the wine;  he took the cup, gave it and said:  This is my blood, shed for you all for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this in remembrance of me.

This is our story.  
This is our song:  Hosanna in the highest.

Therefore, Father, with this bread and this cup we celebrate the cross on which he died to set us free.
Defying death he rose again and is alive with you to plead for us  and all the world.
This is his story. 
This is our song:  Hosanna in the highest.

Send your Spirit on us now that by these gifts we may feed on Christ with opened eyes and hearts on fire.  May we and all who share this food offer ourselves to live for you and be welcomed at your feast in heaven where all creation worships you,  Father, Son and Holy Spirit:
Blessing and honour and glory and power be yours for ever and ever.  Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer  Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.

Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in one bread.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace.

Prayer before the distribution:    We do not presume to come to this your table, merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in your manifold and great mercies.  We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table.   But you are the same Lord whose nature is always to have mercy.  Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ and to drink his blood, that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body and our souls washed through his most precious blood, and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us.  Amen.

Draw near with faith. Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ which he gave for you, and his blood which he shed for you.   Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.

Prayers after Communion:  God, the source of all holiness and giver of all good things:
may we who have shared at this table as strangers and pilgrims here on earth be welcomed with all your saints to the heavenly feast on the day of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with the body and blood of your Son  Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies to be a living sacrifice. Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory.   Amen.

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.  Amen.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. In the name of Christ.  Amen.
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Rejoice in God’s saints, today and all days!
a world without saints forgets how to praise.
Their faith in acquiring the habit of prayer,
their depth of adoring, Lord, help us to share.

Some march with events to turn them God’s way;
some need to withdraw, the better to pray;
some carry the gospel
through fire, and through flood:
our world is their parish: their purpose is God.

Rejoice in those saints, unpraised and unknown,
who bear someone’s cross,
or shoulder their own:
they shame our complaining,
our comforts, our cares:
what patience in caring,
what courage, is theirs!

Rejoice in God’s saints, today and all days!
A world without saints forgets how to praise.
In loving, in living, they prove it is true:
the way of self-giving, Lord, leads us to you.

We say the Grace together:  May the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all evermore. Amen.


Notices for next week:   November 9th, 2025

9am Holy Communion at St Nicholas Church
10.45am meet at the St Clement War Memorial.

No Service at St Clement Church













