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September 27th, 2023 
 

Dear friends of St. Clement and St. Nicholas, 
 

Thank you to everyone involved with decorating the 
churches and bringing harvest gifts which we will pass onto 
Grace Trust.  Squashes like tubas were amazing and bags 
and boxes of tins and apples.  
 
We might not have many farming connections but the gifts 
people bring week by week help fund ministry and mission 
and skills offered manage the church finances, add voice to 
our worship and more recently enable people to watch 
worship from home - even - as our visiting former treasurer 
explained - from the depths of farthest Cornwall.  
 
When the bank eventually processes the forms we will 
announce our new treasurer but in the meantime please 
offer your services to the clergy and church  wardens if you 
would like to be involved with the weekly Bible readings and 
particularly speak to Tracy of you could join our very small 
group willing to offer prayers of intercession. There are 
many formats for words which can be simply added to, with 
latest issues and concerns, so you don't have to be a great 
creative writer.  
 
 Maybe you are interested in history - perhaps you could 
offer to put together a guide to the churchyard including 
graves of interest or an easy to use tour featuring items of 
interest in the church - maybe even in French ?  
Harvest is a time for giving thanks for gifts and offering them 
as well. 
We hope you are keeping well, 

David  
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 The Parish of St Clement, Service of Holy 
Communion October 1st, 2023 

 
CA 16 
 
All hail the pow’r of Jesus’ name, 
let angels prostrate fall; 
bring forth the royal diadem 
 

And crown him, crown him, crown him, 
Crown him Lord of all. 
 
Crown him, all martyrs of your God, 
who from his altar call; 
praise him whose way of pain you trod, 
 

And crown him, crown him, crown him, 
Crown him Lord of all. 
 

 
O prophets faithful to his word, 
in matters great and small, 
who made his voice of justice heard, 
       

Now crown him, crown him, crown him,  
Crown him Lord of all. 
 
All sinners, now redeemed by grace, 
who heard your Saviour’s call, 
now robed in light before his face, 
 

O crown him, crown him, crown him, 
Crown him Lord of all. 
 
Let every tribe and every race 
who heard the freedom call, 
in liberation, see Christ’s face, 
 

And crown him, crown him, crown him, 
Crown him Lord of all. 
 
Let every people, every tongue 
to him their heart enthral: 
lift high the universal song 
 

And crown him, crown him, crown him, 
Crown him Lord of all. 
 
The Greeting  The Lord be with you.   and also with you.     
 
Prayer of Preparation:     Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known and 
from whom no secrets are hidden:  cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 



your Holy Spirit,  that we may perfectly love you and worthily 
magnify your Holy name;  through Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
Prayer of Penitence Our Lord Jesus Christ said: The first 
commandment is this: 'Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the 
only Lord.   You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.'  
The second is this: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' There is no 
other commandment greater than these. On these two 
commandments hang all the law and the prophets. 
Amen.  Lord, have mercy. 
 

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ to 
save us from our sins, to be our advocate in heaven, and to bring 
us to eternal life.   Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, 

firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments and to live in love and peace with all. 
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against you and against our neighbour 
in thought and word and deed, through negligence, through weakness, through our own 
deliberate fault.  We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins.  For the sake of your Son 
Jesus Christ, who died for us, forgive us all that is past and grant that we may serve you in 
newness of life to the glory of your name.  Amen.   
 
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy on you.  Pardon and deliver you from 
all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in life eternal; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.  Lord God, Heavenly King, 
Almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your 
glory. Lord, Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away 
the sin of the world; have mercy on us; You are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord, You alone are 
the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
The Collect for the Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity:   Almighty God, you have made us for 
yourself, and our hearts are restless till they find their rest in you: pour your love into our hearts 
and draw us to yourself, and so bring us at last to your heavenly city where we shall see you face 
to face; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen 
 
The First Reading is taken from Ezekiel, Chapter 18, beginning to read at the first verse 
(Ezekiel 18 1-4, 25 -32) 
 
The word of the LORD came to me:  “What do you people mean by quoting this proverb about the 
land of Israel: “‘The parents eat sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge’? 
 “As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign LORD, you will no longer quote this proverb in 
Israel.  For everyone belongs to me, the parent as well as the child—both alike belong to me. The 
one who sins is the one who will die.  “Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear, you 
Israelites: Is my way unjust? Is it not your ways that are unjust?  If a righteous person turns from 
their righteousness and commits sin, they will die for it; because of the sin they have committed 
they will die.  But if a wicked person turns away from the wickedness they have committed and 
does what is just and right, they will save their life.   Because they consider all the offenses they 
have committed and turn away from them, that person will surely live; they will not die.  Yet the 
Israelites say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Are my ways unjust, people of Israel? Is it not your 
ways that are unjust?  “Therefore, you Israelites, I will judge each of you according to your own 



ways, declares the Sovereign LORD. Repent! Turn away from all your offenses; then sin will not be 
your downfall.   

Rid yourselves of all the offenses you have committed, and get a new heart and a new spirit. 
Why will you die, people of Israel?  For I take no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the 
Sovereign LORD. Repent and live! 
 
This is the word of the Lord   Thanks be to God 
 
THE GRADUAL HYMN    CA 161 
 
Father, hear the prayer we offer: 
not for ease that prayer shall be 
but for strength that we may ever 
live our lives courageously. 
 
Not for ever in green pastures 
do we ask our way to be; 
but the steep and rugged pathway 
may we tread rejoicingly. 
 
Not, for ever by still waters 
would we idly rest and stay; 
but would smite the living fountains 
from the rocks along our way. 
 
Be our strength in hours of weakness, 
in our wand’rings be our guide; 
through endeavour, failure, danger, 
father, be thou at our side. 
 
The Gospel Reading:  
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew (Matthew 21  23-32) 
Glory to you , O Lord 
 
Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was teaching, the chief priests and the elders of 
the people came to him. “By what authority are you doing these things?” they asked. “And who 
gave you this authority?” 
 Jesus replied, “I will also ask you one question. If you answer me, I will tell you by what authority I 
am doing these things.  John’s baptism—where did it come from? Was it from heaven, or of 
human origin?” They discussed it among themselves and said, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will 
ask, ‘Then why didn’t you believe him?’  But if we say, ‘Of human origin’—we are afraid of the 
people, for they all hold that John was a prophet.”  So they answered Jesus, “We don’t know.” 
Then he said, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. “What do you think? 
There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work today in the 
vineyard.’ “‘I will not,’ he answered, but later he changed his mind and went. 
 “Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, ‘I will, sir,’ but he 
did not go.  “Which of the two did what his father wanted?” “The first,” they answered. 
Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom 
of God ahead of you.  For John came to you to show you the way of righteousness, and you did 
not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you did 
not repent and believe him. 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord   Praise to you, O Christ 
 



Reflection:  Martin     The exchange between Jesus and the Pharisees reminds me of John the 
Baptist angrily telling the pharisees that they should produce “fruit in keeping with repentance.” In 
Jesus’ parable about a father and his two children, the chief priests and elders, the Pharisees and 
Sadducees represent the second son. They say the words, but there are no deeds. There was no 
fruit in keeping with repentance. The first son represents the tax collectors and sinners (and us?) 
all of whom are outside of the Law of Moses. These are the people who have recognised the 
authority of the great king and have repented and have changed their lives. This is a good reading 
for harvest time, when the blackberries are ripening in the hedgerows and the apples and 
chestnuts are beginning to fall. May God show us all how to produce fruit in keeping with 
repentance, because if we do, the Kingdom of Heaven will not be far away. 
  
The Creed:       We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us 
and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and 
the Virgin Mary and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  We 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through 
the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 
the world to come.  Amen. 
 
Prayers of Intercession:   We sit or kneel  Lord in your mercy.   Hear our prayer  
 
Loving God,  Give us willing hearts, hands and voices to respond to your call. 
Give integrity, wisdom and courage to all called to leadership. 
May peace come to all peoples living with conflict. 
May all without homes find a place to be. 
Bring your peace and healing to all who are ill or in special need. 
We entrust to you those who have died.  Comfort all who mourn. 
May we remember often that you are with us. 
 
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 
 
The Peace  We stand to share the Peace:  Christ is our peace.  He has reconciled us to God in 
one body by the cross.  We meet in his name and share his peace. The peace of the Lord be 
always with you and also with you. 
 
All:  May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore.  Amen. 
 
Preparation of the Table:    
  
A&M 427 
 
Behold the Lamb who bears our sins away, 
slain for us, and we remember 
the promise made that all who come in faith 
find forgiveness at the cross. 
 



So we share in this bread of life, 
and we drink of his sacrifice, 
as a sign of our bonds of peace 
around the table of the King. 
 
The body of our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
torn for you; eat and remember 
the wounds that heal, the death that brings us life, 
paid the price to make us one. 
So we share in this bread of life, 
and we drink of his sacrifice, 
as a sign of our bonds of love 
around the table of the King. 
 
The blood that cleanses every stain of sin, 
shed for you; drink and remember 
he drained deaths cup that all may enter in 
to receive the life of God. 
So we share in this bread of life, 
and we drink of his sacrifice, 
as a sign of our bonds of grace 
around the table of the King. 
 
And so with thankfulness and faith we rise 
to respond and to remember 
our call to follow in the steps of Christ 
as his Body here on earth. 
As we share in his suffering, 
we proclaim:  Christ will come again! 
and we’ll join in the feast of heaven 
around the table of the King. 
 
The Eucharistic Prayer 
  
The Lord be with you.  and also with you  
Lift up your hearts.   We lift them to the Lord.   
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
Almighty God, good Father to us all, your face is turned towards your world.  In love you gave us 
Jesus your Son to rescue us from sin and death.  Your Word goes out to call us home to the city 
where angels sing your praise.  We join with them in heaven’s song:  
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might heaven and earth are full of your glory.   
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Father of all, we give you thanks for every gift that comes from heaven.  To the darkness Jesus 
came as your light.  With signs of faith and words of hope he touched untouchables with love and 
washed the guilty clean. 
This is his story.  This is our song:  Hosanna in the highest 
 
The crowds came out to see your Son, yet at the end they turned on him.  On the night he was 
betrayed he came to table with his friends to celebrate the freedom of your people.  
This is his story This is our song:  Hosanna in the highest. 
 



Jesus blessed you, Father for the food;  he took bread; gave thanks, broke it and said: This is my 
body, given for you all.   
Jesus then gave thanks for the wine; he took the cup, gave it and said:  This is my blood, shed for 
you all for the forgiveness of sins.  
Do this in remembrance of me.  
This is our story:  This is our song;  Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Therefore, Father, with this bread and this cup we celebrate the cross on which he died to set us 
free.  Defying death he rose again and is alive with you to plead for us and all the world. 
This is his story.   
This is our song:  Hosanna in the highest 
 
Send your Spirit on us now that by these gifts we may feed on Christ with opened eyes and hearts 
on fire.  May we and all who share this food offer ourselves to live for you and be welcomed at 
your feast in heaven where all creation worships you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  
Blessing and honour and glory and power be yours for ever and ever.  Amen 
 
The Lord’s Prayer:  Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us   
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Breaking of the Bread   
 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.  
Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in one bread. 
 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace. 
 
Prayer before the Distribution:    We do not presume to come to this your table, merciful 
Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in your manifold and great mercies.  We are 
not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table.  But you are the same 
Lord whose nature is always to have mercy.  Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat 
the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ and to drink his blood, that our sinful bodies may 
be made clean by his body and our souls washed through his most precious blood and that 
we may evermore dwell in him and he in us.   Amen 
 
Draw near with faith.  Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ which he gave for you and his 
blood which he shed for you. Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you, and feed on him 
in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.  
 
Prayers after Communion:  Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede and follow us, 
and make us continually to be given to all good works; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with the body and blood of your Son Jesus 
Christ.  Through him we offer you our souls and bodies to be a living sacrifice.  Send us 
out in the power of your Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory.  Amen. 
 



The Dismissal:  The peace of God, which passes all 
understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge 
and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord;  and 
the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.  Amen 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  In the name of 
Christ.  Amen 
 
THE FINAL HYMN   CA 716 
 
We have a gospel to proclaim, 
good news for all throughout the earth; 
the gospel of a Saviour’s name: 
we sing his glory, tell his worth. 
 
Tell of his birth at Bethlehem, 
not in a royal house or hall 

   but In a stable dark and dim, 
  the Word made flesh, a light for all. 

 
Tell of his death at Calvary 
hated by those he came to save; 
in lonely suff’ring on the cross; 
for all he loved, his life he gave. 
 
Tell of that glorious Easter morn, 
empty the tomb, for he was free; 
he broke the pow’r of death and hell 
that we might share his victory. 
 
Tell of his reign at God’s right hand, 
by all creation glorifie. 
He sends his Spirit on his Church, 
to live for him, the Lamb who died. 
 
Now we rejoice to name him King: 
Jesus is Lord of all the earth. 
This Gospel-message we proclaim: 
we sing his glory, tell his worth. 
 
The Grace:  May the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit be with us all evermore. Amen. 
 
 


